READ, MARK, LEARN
A lightning trip though Mark’s Gospel

Part 1

Chaps 1-3

Jesus displays His credentials and builds His team

Intro to Series
Shortest of the 4 Gospels

Probably the earliest Gospel – AD 58 – predating Matthew by a few years and Luke and John by at least a decade.

Who wrote it?

We cannot be certain of the exact principle which the early fathers used to select the NT Canon, but it seems likely that a book was selected if it emanated directly from those who personally knew Christ when he was alive on earth. If so Mark’s Gospel may be the exception to that rule.
John Mark was a follower of Peter and writes what is thought to be Peter’s account of Jesus’ life, or perhaps Mark’s summary of the teaching he heard Peter give over and over again after Jesus’ ascension.

.Papias of Hierapolis was a church father who knew the apostle John at the end of the first century and lived until at least half way through the second century. There is a famous fragment of his writings -a mid second century manuscript called the Papias fragment- which says this:

“Mark, seeing that he was Peter’s interpreter (or explainer)

wrote down carefully all that he remembered., but not, however an orderly chronicle, of the sayings or doings of the Lord. For he had neither heard the Lord or been his disciple, but afterwards he had been Peter’s disciple.”

This explanation for the authorship of the Gospel would explain the shortness, the curtness of much of it as compared with Matthew and Luke’s more detailed accounts; it would explain too the fact that the chronology doesn’t always fit the other Gospels and indeed the discrepancies with the other eye-witness accounts if they are discrepancies. 
As a lawyer I always maintain that discrepancies between different witness who observed or heard the same incident, in fact strengthen the veracity of the witnesses because no two people remember an event in exactly the same manner or sequence. If two accounts are identical it suggests a concocted alibi.

Refs to John Mark in the NT are thought to be:
*Mark 14.51

Acts 12.12, 25

Acts 15.36-41

2 Tim 4.11

*1 Pet 5.13   “my son Mark”    Shows his close association with Peter  (Babylon is thought to have been a codeword for Rome in the early church) These last two refs suggest Peter was also in Rome at time of Paul’s imprisonment.
Having gleaned what we can of the origins of Mark’s Gospel, let us never forget that our insistence on the Scriptures being the Word of God means that the authorship of the HS is all important as we study the book together.

So to today’s topic – chapters 1-3 – “Jesus displays His credentials and builds his team.”
Let’s start with chap 1, verse 1, a good place to start!

The Gospel means ‘good news’. What is the gospel about? Verse 1 tells us. How remarkable that Mark describes the Gospel as being ‘about’ JC, not ‘of’ JC.

How wonderful! The Gospel is NOT about going to church, giving things up, being religious, beautiful buildings, a lifestyle with no fun, or even getting baptized, praying or reading the Bible,

It’s about JC, Son of God!

That’s a great start. JC was a historical person, nobody denies that. You have to choose as you study His life – Was He Lord, Liar or Lunatic?

But if the Gospel is about JC, a real person, you don’t have to throw your brain out of the window to investigate it. It means when we investigate the Gospel, we are investigating a historical figure.

Many people reject the Gospel, not because they don’t believe it, but simply because they regard it to irrelevant and not worth investigating.

It’s like the flyers they give out on the street corner and in traffic queues. Evening Standard – London newspaper -experiment – gave out flyers at top of steps of Oxford Circus tube station. 1000s were given out in 3 hours. 11 people came back. Inside the leaflet it said a 10 pound note would be given free to anyone who returned to the man who was giving out the leaflets.
So we’re embarking on an exciting 6 session study this evening. We shall be investigating the Gospel by investigating JC, because the Gospel is about JC, and I can promise you we shall discover much more than a free 10 pound note.
So first – in investigating JC – Mark spells out His Deity – He is much more than a Man:

vv. 2-11
1.
This person was foretold some 6oo years earlier by a famous prophet called Isaiah who called Him nothing less than “the Lord”.

2.
A famous and eccentric notorious modern-day prophet called John the B– who had hit the headlines more than once – was around preaching that this same man –written about 600 years before by Isaiah – was somebody of such POWER (v7) that John felt unworthy even to stoop down at his feet in an attitude of  slavery and worship. 
3.
And this same person would baptize with the HS!

4.
But there’s more to come – a voice from heaven: “You are my Son whom I love: with you I am well pleased” Wow! Whose voice was that? We shall have to investigate further.

4 powerful pointers to the Deity of JC.

But I thought we said He was an historical figure – a man of history. We did. So Mark now turns our attention to investigating his humanity. Was he really a man of flesh and blood just like us?

Vv 12-13:   

Yes, this same person follows, indeed obey, the HS, and goes into the desert – no water, no food. 40 days of hunger and thirst. Surrounded by wild animals. 

As if that’s not enough for any human being – Satan tempts him for those 40 days. If there’s one thing that is common to every human being, one thing that brings us all down to the same level, its temptation.

Temptation is a hallmark of humanity – even the pagans, the atheists, the agnostics have to agree with that.

This man we are investigating was a human being, even tho’ the angels ministered to him.

Next His credentials:

Acts 2.22

What credentials does Mark record:

1.  1.15,
1.22, 27 
His teaching! His authority! Its just the same today – when a man speaks with authority, in a world where everything is relative, everything is grey, a person who speaks with authority will always get a hearing.

As we investigate J, we note first the extraordinary authority with which He spoke.  No ‘maybes’, ‘perhaps’, on the one hand this, and on the other hand that. Here’s someone who without hesitation, without equivocation, just lays it on the line.
And He begins by claiming in verse 15 to be the inaugurator of a new Kingdom – the K of God of which the soundbites are Repent and Believe.

2.
vv. 23-26, 34, 39   3.11    2nd Credential : He commanded evil spirits and they obeyed Him! Wow! Who is this person?

3.
1.30-34,  40-42,      2.11,   3.5,   3rd Credential:  He healed immediately, with a word or touch, innumerable sick people. These weren’t the type of healings where we see God accelerating the natural healing processes of nature; these were instant transformations. Fevers, the temperature plummets to normal, leprosy disappears as if a rotten wetsuit had been removed from the body, a paralyzed man gets up and walks off carrying his stretcher!  Lord, Liar of Lunatic?
4.
2.5-10    He claims to have the authority to forgive sins!  Something that  the Jewish rabbis rightly knew was reserved for God alone!
5.
1.28, 37, 45,   2.2, 13,   3.9-10, 20-21  He produced a media frenzy, and  his popularity and following were unprecedented. And yet He is all the time trying to shun publicity: 1.43,  3.12.  Have you ever heard of an imposter who shuns publicity? Publicity is the oxygen an imposter needs to keep alive.
6.
2.27-28    3.4     This man claims to be Lord of the Sabbath. He claims to be the arbiter of what the 4th commandment means – Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.
7.
2.17,   21-22,    3.23-29,  31-35     This is a  man who talks in riddles to his followers. Profound strange sayings! These are words about which tens of thousands of words have been written down the ages. What are the wine skins? What’s the new wine?   What is this unforgiveable sin against the HS?
If He’s a liar He’s surely the cleverest con man who ever lived.

Just from these 3 chapters alone, we could go on and on identifying his credentials. But we only have time left now to comment on building the Team.

First, note the paradoxes:  

This extraordinary man chooses the most ordinary men.

1.16-20

Then note this incredibly popular man chooses unpopular men – outcasts – 2.14    A Jew turned Roman tax collector.
And we have no reason to think there was blue blood, or much education to be found in the motley crowd listed in 3.14-19

Perhaps most extraordinary of all -  and we’re back to credentials - 
Each of these men had but one look at Jesus, and listened to but 2 or 3 words from his lips – literally – and they left their jobs, possessions and homes, and threw in their lot with Him.

We talk about first impressions, we talk about charisma, we talk about magnetic personalities, but this is surely something else:

Who was this man?   Lord, Liar or Lunatic?

This Gospel which is ABOUT JC – what is it?   It’s mind-blowing isn’t it?

(Please read chapters 4 & 5 before next week)
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