READ, MARK, LEARN
A lightning trip though Mark’s Gospel

Part 3
Chaps 6-8.26
Coping with Opposition
Identifying the Opposition
(a)
His home town: 6.1-6


Lack of faith! “He even does miracles!”


He’s just a carpenter!

When God called us to Zimbabwe, the greatest opposition came from my own family. You’re just a lawyer! Stay where you are. They took offence at my wanting to leave a lucrative career and move to darkest Africa!

(b)
The Civil authorities – 6.14-29


Key verses: 19,20 plus Luke 9.9 and Mt.11.11-15  God’s sovereign ways – so much higher than our understanding – are at work here….
This is a good test of whether we have ears to hear! Why is he who is least in the K of H greater than John the B?

Mt Henry says this:  John preached Christ coming. But we preach Christ has come, has been crucified and is glorified. John came to announce the dawning of the gospel-day; but he was taken away before the rending of the veil, before Christ’s death and resurrection, and before the outpouring of the HS.

John glimpsed the coming of the K of God; we belong to it!

John announced the not yet, but the least of all the members of the Kingdom has  citizenship now.

(c)
Pharisees:  7.1-23, 8.11-13

Part of the great design of the K of H was to set aside worthless ceremony and tradition in favour of spiritual reality. The moral law of God of course will never change – not one jot or tittle – but rules, regulations, ordinances, ceremonies and mere tradition were all nailed to the Cross, says St Paul.

Those are the 3 categories of opposition. 
Now look at 8.15 – Jesus brackets Herod and the Pharisees together.

The yeast of both was that they were dissatisfied with the signs and miracles they had seen – overwhelming as they were -  and wanted other signs of their own devising – verse 11.

An obsession with ceremony and tradition, and a critical spirit is the quickest way to kill faith and produce spiritual blindness.

NOW HOW DOES ALL THIS APPLY TO US?

I want to suggest we see here in these forms of opposition, 3 hindrances to spiritual growth:

1.
People close to us can give rise to misplaced loyalties.

Sometimes this applies to our family church. There is a subtle pressure to follow the family tradition; the church which christened, married and buried our parents claims an allegiance over us.  But Jesus moved on – verse 6 of chap 6.

2.
We can get stuck in the past. John the Baptist’s job was done once He had heralded the arrival of Jesus. We need to move on and discover the excitement of the new wine of the K of G.

3.
The Pharisees represent ceremony and tradition at the expense of spiritual reality. There may be a place for both ceremony and tradition but never at the expense of spiritual reality. And remember that tradition may simply be an excuse for continuing with something that has long become redundant!
I think a good test of spiritual reality is 7.21-23. Is the problem of universal heart disease and its cure preached clearly and regularly in your church?  READ verses.

You see the Pharisees found that truth so unpalatable that they substituted hand washing and pot cleansing for the heart surgery that Jesus, the great Physician and Savior, offers every penitent sinner. Doers your church clearly and unequivocally proclaim that cure.
Now lets pick up on other ways to cope with opposition that we find in these 3 chapters
Look at 6.30-32

Proper eating habits, quiet places and rest are essential to us all. Christians are not exempt from these needs. I heard a great sermon recently from Mark van Stratton of Grace Church in Umhlanga. Don’t get obsessed with instant communications. E-mails and text messages can wait. Vary the pace of your day. Have a day couch where you can stretch out for a few quiet minutes. Don’t turn the TV on as a matter of habit. And so on.
Jesus didn’t get much rest – look at vv 33-34 – because He saw the crowd like sheep without a shepherd. We need to go often to the shepherd of Psalm 23 and experience again His compassion.
The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.

    PS 23:2 He makes me lie down in green pastures, (not in the work place)
  he leads me beside quiet waters, (go for a pleasant walk, let Him direct your thoughts)
    PS 23:3 he restores my soul. (He is the great restorer)
  He guides me in paths of righteousness (perhaps I need a little path adjustment- His compass is perfect)
    for his name's sake.

  PS 23:4 Even though I walk

    through the valley of the shadow of death, (illness, bereavement, problems, suffering)
PS 23:5 You prepare a table before me

    in the presence of my enemies. (Satan doesn’t like that)
  You anoint my head with oil;  (Healing)
    my cup overflows. (No half measures.)
  PS 23:6 Surely goodness and love will follow me

    all the days of my life, (that’s now)
  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD

    forever. (That’s heaven)
But best of all, we cope with opposition by having a growing FAITH
Let’s look at that hard story of the Greek woman: 7.24-30

She was a woman, she was a Gentile; she knew humanly speaking she had no business approaching a Jewish Rabbi. To us PC says, why not? To her, PC said certainly not.

And Jesus uses what seem to us to be harsh words – not merely not PC but unkind, we would say. But what is Jesus doing? He is testing her faith.

Notice how this story fits the context of the feeding of the 5000 in the last chapter, and the 4000 in the next.

This woman had heard about the feeding of the 5000 for sure. She knew that when Jesus was at work there was plenty of bread to spare. Let the Jews have their fill; she would ask not for a loaf, not even a morsel, but just a crumb – perhaps she had heard that 12 baskets of left overs had been picked up after the 5000 had fed – and just one crumb from the Master was all she needed for her daughter to be set free from Satan’s power. That’s faith. And she got her reward.
And remember too, parents, grandparents, Great grandparents,

Jesus loves to answer prayers for children to be delivered from any form of Satan’s power. He can break every fetter; he can set any child free. So let’s pray for our children, and pray in faith. Whatever the need. Is it new life in Jesus? Is it illness? Is it drifting away from the flock? Is it some substance abuse? Is it a person leading that child astray? Whatever it is – He can break every fetter.
Let’s close with 2 more lessons in FAITH from chapter 8.
vv.14-21   The disciples – the inner circle – were still so slow to understand. Somebody had messed up on the shopping. V.14
They only had one loaf to feed 13 people. It was probably a boat journey of several hours. 

And suddenly Jesus, instead of helping to solve the problem, starts talking about the yeast of the Pharisees and Herod. We can sympathise. Having ears that hear is sometimes very difficult.
What’s he talking about? They weren’t wildly out – yes, he was talking about the problem of what to eat. Jesus was concerned about their needs, as always he had compassion.

But notice, lack of faith exaggerates the problem. Isn’t that like us. When funds are low, we readily make it out to be worse than it is!

They had one loaf – and now they were saying no bread!

But says Jesus – have you forgotten?

5 loaves  fed 5000, 7 loaves fed 4000. And how much was left over?? They hadn’t forgotten that – verses 19 and 20.

They had just simply failed to understand that one loaf could easily feed 13 mouths – if Jesus was there!

Jesus wasn’t asking them to be theological rocket scientists. He was simply saying – where’s your faith? Hasn’t it started to grow yet? What else do you want me to do?  Does that echo at all in your heart? How often Jesus has had to rebuke me in that way – when I start to worry about all these things which he has promised will be added unto us if we seek first the K of G.
And finally, the blind man.

8.22-26

Healing, physical or spiritual, sometimes takes time. This 2 stage miracle encourages me.  Only Mark records this miracle.

Others brought the needy man to Jesus. At that stage there is no evidence he had faith himself. Jesus takes him by the hand. Leads him out into the fields so he can test his long sight  in the open fields – not just the close streets of the village.

Jesus could have healed with a word or touch as he so often did. Here he adapts to a man who begins with no faith of his won. The walk together – the gentle touch of Jesus leading him helped – then the sign of the spittle and the Master’s hands, and a gradual response of faith matched by a gradual opening of his eyes.
Jesus adapts his methods according the person He is dealing with. Isn’t that encouraging?
In spiritual terms, I love this. The confused person, of very little faith, who sees men, at best, as trees walking – the smoking flax Jesus does not quench, the broken reed he does not ignore – little by little light  dawns into blind eyes until it shines more and more to the perfect day when we shall see all things clearly.

Take courage! He loves each of us infinitely. He won’t give up on us.
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