READ, MARK, LEARN
A lightning trip though Mark’s Gospel

Part 4
Chaps 8.27-10.52
Team Problems
Intro:  Peter’s confession of Christ  (8.27-30) and the story of blind Bartimaeus are the book ends to today’s chapters. 

And we’ll begin with just a word about the first bookend.

Jesus chose a spectacular spot to challenge the 12 about their understanding of who he was. The snow capped Mt Hermon dominates the sky line over Caeserea Philippi.

Before J began to predict his passion – and we shall see he does it 3 times in our readings for today – He needs to assess where the disciples are in their understanding.

The people had all sorts of ideas. Mt tells us that that one of the answers was Jeremiah, the weeping prophet – the heart broken prophet of love who seemed to receive so little positive response to his message. John was the stern prophet who demanded repentance and warned of judgement. Elijah was the fearless wonder worker.

But the Q what did others think, was simply preparation for the crunch Q – what do you think?

Peter got it right. Christ, you remember, means the anointed one, the Messiah, the King. 

How did he know? He had witnessed so many of those miracles which were J’s credentials we talked about earlier – but no man could have completed the equation without divine revelation. Mt tells us that J responded to Peter’s affirmation : ‘Blessed are you Simon, this was not revealed to you by man but by my father in heaven.’
This we may rightly assume was the moment of Peter’s conversion. He believed in his heart, and confessed with his mouth – the perquisites of salvation that Paul gives us in Romans 10.10.

So with that introduction, we are going to look at the Team problems under 3 headings:

The Team wanted 3 things to which they were not entitled,  3 things which are not available to any disciple:
A. 
They wanted a Crown without the Cross:

8.31-38,   9.31-32,  10.29-31
Christianity is about 2 crosses; the one on which Jesus died, and the one each of us is called to carry.
They didn’t want J’s cross and they didn’t want their cross.

Peter excelled one moment; and the next he is likened to Satan. No Pharisee was ever rebuked in such strong terms as Peter here.

Peter has yet to learn that at the heart of Christianity is sacrifice, not success. Jesus was not going to take His K by force; he would take it through the ultimate disgrace of a Roman execution.

That is God’s way. To have in our minds the things of God, is to grasp the fact that the only way to achieve a crown is through the Cross.

And Jesus turns from talking about His supreme sacrifice on a  cross which was ever drawing nearer, to the daily duty of every follower to carry his cross.

What did He mean? A man carrying a cross was a common enough sight. A  man carrying a cross was a man going out to die. No rights of his own. He was totally under the control and lordship of his Roman guards who escorted him.

Jesus uses that as his metaphor for a disciple, a follower. A disciple is called to deny himself; Jesus is Lord; self is on the cross. Every choice is a call to put Jesus on the throne, and myself on the cross.

All that I have, He gave me

All that I am, he made me

All that ever I hope to be

J must do for me.

A Greek shipowner went to a Gospel meeting and found the Lord. He went to the evangelist afterwards and asked: I’m just so grateful, do you think I could donate one of my ships to the Lord? ‘I don’t think so, said the evangelist, but you know when He gets you, He gets all your ships.”
Vv 36,37: The only appropriate gift in exchange for my soul is to be 100% sold out for Jesus. That’s what we man when we acknowledge J as Lord. To say, ‘No, Lord’ in respect of anything or any area of my life, is a contradiction in terms.

Let’s weave in here the story of the rich young ruler from chap 10.17-22

There is no better visual aid to illustrate the principle, no cross, no crown.

Read 10.17-22

All 3 synoptic Gospels tell this story. Must have made a deep impression on the apostolic band.

Matthew tells us he was young, and Luke tells us he was a ruler. He probably belonged to a social group hitherto untouched by the Gospel.

He’s eager. He runs. He kneels down publicly.

His desire is spot on. He wants eternal life. You cannot want anything better than that.

We don’t have any record in the Gospels of body-language. But I think J was smiling when he spoke vv 18 & 19. 

I think too that the youth realized this was a test. Was J really saying that keeping the commandments was the way to eternal life? Only with his tongue in his cheek.

And the young ruler was sufficiently spiritually astute to realize that, and he impatiently brushes that aside – v 20.

He wants the real answer. He was a spiritual enough person to know that eternal life required first faith, not deeds.
What were the loveable qualities the Lord saw in this young man? Enthusiasm, humility, warm-heartedness, sense of humour, leadership potential - no doubt and much more.

He had so much including spiritual insight. But crucially he lacked the strength of character to accept that his wealth was his impediment. He wasn’t prepared to deny himself and take up his cross.
Sooner than give up his wealth, he gave up Christ. He is the only person in the Gospels of whom it is said, ‘He went away sad.”

You see it wasn’t the money that was the problem. Wealth is never a problem in itself.  It was his love of money, which as we read elsewhere is the root of all evil.

No cross, no crown. No denial of self, no coronation. No pain, no gain.

When he gets me, he gets all my ships.

Remember the parable of the rich farmer in Luke’s gospel. It wasn’t his barns full of grain that was the problem. It was rather, says J, that he was not ‘rich towards God’.
So first lesson, don’t let’s kid ourselves, there is no true Christianity without first and above all the Cross on which J died – and there is no true disciple except I deny myself and takes up my cross everyday.

B. The team wanted Power without Prayer
9. 2-29   Read just 14-29

Peter, James and John have been up the mountain with J. The others have been confronted with an epileptic boy. They would like to heal him; but they haven’t yet learnt  there is no supernatural power without prayer, and earnest prayer, and perhaps fasting too.

Underline v.9 in your Bible
C.
The team wanted Sainthood without Servanthood
9.33-37

10.35-45
They had to learn, and we have to learn, that the K of H is an upside down world.

To go up, you must go down.

To ascend, you descend.

Why? Because like the Master, so must the servant be.

Mk 10.42-45

Underline   “Not so with you”

And I want us to notice too that Jesus repeatedly uses the model of the little child to bring this point home.

9.35,36,37

How crassly inappropriate that after the transfiguration and after J had again predicted his betrayal and death, when they get on the road to Capernaum instead of discussing in an awed whisper, the mind-blowing events of the day, they fall to arguing about who was the greatest.
Jesus at the front of the crocodile as they walked, could hear more than enough of what was going on.

When they get to their night-stop – some kind person’s Capernaum home – J challenges them. They are too ashamed to reply.

Jesus calls one of his host’s children and uses him as a visual aid – vv36 and 37.

1st day of camp – this verse! Do you want to welcome J? Do you want to welcome God the Father?  Then have the graciousness and humility to welcome a little child.

A little later in the evening – verse 42 -  he continues with some very strong warnings. Had the disciples been setting a bad example to the host’s children? It seems so.

Jesus takes the opportunity to warn of the dire peril facing somebody who stumbles a younger person. Of course his exhortations to cut off a hand, amputate a foot or pluck out an eye are not literal. But they illustrate the seriousness of language or lifestyle in front of younger people which sets a bad example.

And then the greatest lesson of all to be learnt from the little child comes in 10.15.

You cannot get into the K of G by your intellect however great it is. Entering the K is of course a response to a sufficiency of evidence; you don’t throw your reason away. It’s a step into the light not a leap into the dark. But the one sine qua non – is a childlike faith – and that’s why it gets more difficult the older we get. Most people come to Christ in their early teens. But thank God, provided I am humble enough to come empty-handed as a little child, I can come at any age.
Lets close with Bartimaeus the second bookend:

What a contrast to James and John in the preceeding para!
J&J:  “Teacher”

B:  “Master”   “Rabbi”

Do you notice that Jesus asks them all the same Q: vv36 & 51

B: “I want to see”    That’s what J&J should have asked. They desperately needed their spiritual eyes opening.
J&J ask for preferment and honour, power, status.  B asks for mercy.

J&J  are rebuked. B is healed.

V 52 – J has gained a new follower. Child-like, humble, grateful. What a lovely contrast!
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