READ, MARK, LEARN
A lightning trip though Mark’s Gospel

Part 5
Chaps 11-13
The Gathering Storm
Intro

One of the hardest parts of covering 3 chapters in one 40 min talk is to know how to group the various events and teaching together to make some sort of coherent talk! How much easier it is simply to expound a dozen or 20 verses. 
But I’ve learnt a lot in discovering the connecting threads between the different events that make up the tapestry of the Gospel accounts.

Its been particularly difficult this week as we move into the accelerating events of the gathering storm that leads to Jesus’ arrest. The camera zooms into ever more close-up mode.

These are the handful of Jerusalem days before Gethsemane and the Cross.

Well my three headings today are in fact going to be:

Money matters

Misc matters

Tomorrow’s matters

That’s the best I cd do! But let’s start with the Palm Sunday triumphal entry as an introduction – nothing in fact to indicate it was Sunday or the Sabbath.
All 4 Gospels, including John, record this event. It made a deep impression on the all the disciples, no doubt. Perhaps for the right reasons – it was of course a fulfillment of many OT prophecies. Particularly Zech 9.9
But did it perhaps impress them also for the wrong reasons? We saw last week how in spite of  Jesus’ prediction of his coming arrest and death, repeated not once but twice – 3 times in all – the disciples were still light years away from grasping the simple fact that their Master was coming to Jerusalem to take his crown not thro’ a coronation but thro’ a cross.

Did it seem to them that here at last was the beginning of the cheering crowds who would lead a conquering King into his capital?  If so they would soon learn how wrong they were.

Now, I think we should ask, why did Jesus knowing every detail of what was to come,  decide to enter the city so publicly, rather than incognito – as for instance he had done before in John 7 when he had come to the Feast of the Tabernacles not publicly, John says, but in secret.
I think there were two reasons in addition to the fact that He always fulfilled OT prophecy:

1.
He wanted to show he was coming voluntarily, not afraid of the malice and power of his enemies. He knew the horror of what was to happen to him; but he also knew that no one, not even the whole of the Roman army, could compel him to do anything against his will. Every Jewish priest, every Roman soldier, Pilate himself were creatures whose very breathe Jesus the creator held in his hand. Listen to this from John’s Gospel 10.17&18:
The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life--only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father."

Here was a man with no illusions, but totally in control. He would not come to the great city incognito this time; this time he had come to fulfil his mission to planet earth. All that had gone before was mere spin-off. 

He had no illusions either about the vital importance of this climax to 3 years of ministry and 33 years on earth. Fail here, his whole mission to earth would be a failure. Better he had never left heaven’s glory. Succeed here, and the K of God would be  established, and everybody whom he had created  would have a way back from the dark paths of sin to the very presence of His heavenly Father.

I think too Jesus came cheerfully. There is nothing in Peter’s account written by Mark to suggest he was cast down or disquieted by what lay ahead. Amazing, but save for those hours when he would be forsaken on the Cross- no doubt he had heard his Father say – many a time- just as we do when we face ordeals – ‘Fear not, for I am with you.’ There is a paradox however when we look at Luke’s account. He tells us Jesus wept as he approached Jerusalem. But the context makes it quite clear these were not tears of fear or self-pity – of course not – but rather tears of compassion for those who rejected him. So cheerfully and tearfully are not contradictions.
Notice too His total control over the circumstances of other people’s lives – for 3 years he had been dependent upon borrowed boats, borrowed houses, borrowed beds,  now he needs a borrowed donkey – and not just any old ass, but one that had never been ridden before.

True he wasn’t entering his capital on a charger at the head of a victorious army, but Jesus had a sense of occasion. No one before or since has ever entered a capital city on such a significant mission as Jesus that day!

Jesus gives the orders, The disciples move into action on their faith mission. All is exactly as Jesus had predicted. The day’s programme to the last detail had been divinely orchestrated and pre-arranged.
You know I think we need to trust God more to orchestrate and control other people, and their circumstances, to bring  blessings to us that we can use for the Kingdom. Perhaps we need a greater boldness to ask for favours when we know we are about the Lord’s business.
Eg. Min of H Affs meeting. Getting in my contribution.

We must move on. Money Matters
11.15-17, 12.13-17, 12.41-44

First – clearing the temple.
Note verse 11. Only Mark records that Jesus had a reccy that evening but in fact did nothing until the following day. It was late, and I believe he wanted time to check out with his Father what he should do. “I only do what my Father tells me” John records. Jesus sometimes spent the whole night in prayer. If not, he rose ‘Very early in the morning’ to pray. (Mk 1.35)

It’s great that impetuous Peter noticed that Jesus was not impetuous. Perhaps he was learning at last. A night amongst his friends, Mary, Martha and Lazarus at Bethany would provide an opportunity to rest and pray. 

Never forget, Jesus was constantly tempted. After the wilderness temptation, ‘the devil left him for an opportune time’. If ever there was an opportune time, surely this was it.

One sin by Jesus, and his whole mission trip to earth would be wasted!

Lesson for us:  If J needed to check things out with His heavenly Father before action, how much more do we. Remember King David: When ‘he enquired of the Lord’, he succeeded; when he didn’t he failed.

Perhaps too there were people not present in the temple that evening, who needed to be there when Jesus set to work the next day.

Verse 15: Why did the Pharisees who were so obsessed with outward appearances allow this trade in the temple? And why was it ‘ a den of robbers.’ I think there is only one answer. Corruption.  The Pharisees obviously insisted on taking their back-hander from every transaction. What’s new?
Money Matters part 2:  12.13-17

Paying taxes. 
Notice first verse 14: How entirely accurate was the description of Jesus the Pharisees used to try and make him drop his guard. You know the indictment against the Pharisees is not that they didn’t understand – as so often the disciples didn’t – but that they understood  perfectly, and yet refused the truth. Eg look back to verse 12 – they understood perfectly the parable of the tenants.
But how important this passage remains for every believer today. Romans 13 and Titus 3 supplement Jesus’ teaching about our duty and responsibility to be subject to rulers and authorities.
Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s,

That leads us to Money Matters part 3

Giving to God what is God’s. vv 41-44.
I want us to notice that Jesus did something we would regard as reprehensible. He sat down – he didn’t disguise what he did – and watched, and it seems counted – what people were giving.

What we send to our church and to God’s wider work, is not to be broadcast – that’s in the Sermon on the Mt – give in secret; but always remember God sees everything we do in secret. And God doesn’t need a calculator to work out how much our gifts represent in term’s of our income, our wealth, our poverty, and what’s left. 

Notice, we are back to our Gk millionaire who owned all those oil-tankers – ‘when he gets you he gets all your ships’, said the preacher. 
The widow who gave everything – out of her poverty – is commended; the rich who gave so much more out of their wealth receive no commendation. 
You see the K of G has moved on from the 10% tithe. That was the OT law. We live in the Kingdom era of unconditional grace which is complemented by our response of unconditional generosity.  There’s no teaching about tithing in the NT. It’s much more challenging than that:

Remember last week – what found out the rich young ruler- ‘Go sell everything you have and give to the poor.’

Here again the widow put in ……… ‘everything’
When he gets me, he gets everything. In the NT it’s no longer a question of how much I give; it’s a question of what I  keep for my needs, not my greeds.

Listen to St Paul:

7 But just as you excel in everything--in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us--see that you also excel in this grace of giving.

    2CO 8:8 I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.

(That’s the motivation)
2CO 9:6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 7 Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.

11 You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.
There are far too many sermons on tithing, and nothing like enough on the NT K of G theme of giving big and receiving big. You can never outgive God. 10% may provide a useful starting point. But J’s starting point was ‘everything.’ Work that out prayerfully for yourself and you’ll be so blessed.

Our next heading was Misc matters!
What have we time for – not much! 

What about the fig-tree:  11.12-14 and 20-25.

Why did Jesus curse the tree? To show that he is a God of judgement as well as grace, and secondly, to show the power of his promises in answer to our prayers – verses 24 & 25.

Whether God curses or blesses, it will come to pass. God is not a man that He can lie.
Let’s start asking God for the impossible says Jesus – but – do you notice yet again -  when we pray we cannot expect answers if we treasure resentments or harbour grudges. How often we’ve touched on that in this group.
“if you hold anything against anyone”   Strong words. Forgive unconditionally- don’t wait for an apology which may never come – forgive and go on forgiving.

Tomorrow’s Matters  

12.18-27 – no sex in heaven – but something far better.

v.24 – Error comes because we do not know the scriptures – that’s why it’s so great we’re here tonight learning a little more of the scriptures!

Chapter 13 – sorry – you will have to study that alone. Remember that when J spoke about eschatological matters – the future – he spoke both about the terrible day coming in AD 70 when the Romans would destroy the temple and lay waste to Jerusalem – 13.2 for instance, and then went on to talk about his 2nd coming – v26.

Our job is to be ready- vv 36 & 37  That’s much more important than understanding eschatology – the scriptures give us only limited material as to what will happen.

The vital thing is:

Maybe many years hence

Maybe tomorrow
May be today!
Be ready. Be packed up and ready to go.

But that doesn’t mean not planning for your widow or grandchildren. It doesn’t mean either despairing of this world.

The K of G continues to advance and forceful men  and women take hold of it.

Be ready. But there’s a great job to do while we wait!
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