2 TIMOTHY  STUDY 6
Chapter 4

So we come to the very last words written by the Apostle Paul which the HS of God has preserved for us.

There is a feeling of great solemnity.

We looked at a number of verses in this final chapter in our first study – our introduction. You will remember we deduced from verses 6 and 7 how imminent Paul’s martyrdom was. Verses 16 & 17 threw light on his legal position,  and verses 9-12 spoke to us about his loneliness and his practical needs – clothing for the winter, books to read and so on.

And so we are not going to study this chapter verse by verse today. What we are going to do is to pick out a number of gems from this final legacy of the Apostle.

FIRST – the solemn charge of verse 1 & 2.

Paul says I am speaking in the very presence of God none less; I am exhorting you in the name of Christ Jesus, none less, who is soon to judge both the living and the dead,

Who is soon to appear again, who is the King of Kings presiding over the K of God,
That is the trumpet sound with which Paul introduces this charge:

Preach the Word! 

Be prepared….RSV says ‘Be urgent’;

Do it in season and out of season. There is no close season for preaching the Word!

Paul has already explained what the Word is: the OT scriptures and the Apostolic teaching and doctrine which was destined to become the NT.

Paul has reminded T of the power of the word of God to correct, rebuke, teach and encourage.

Now, says the great Apostle:

You are to be urgent in preaching it.

Press it home on all occasions.

Richard Baxter, the great puritan preacher said:

‘Let the people see you are in good earnest…you cannot break men’s hearts by jesting with them, or telling them a smooth tale, or a gaudy oration.’

The NEB translates it:

‘Be on duty at all times, convenient or inconvenient.’

Notice however, there is nothing here to encourage brashness, insensitivity or Bible-bashing.

Because, the Apostle says, it is to be done with ‘great patience’ and careful, that is reasoned, instruction.

John Stott sums it up:

Be urgent in approach, relevant in application, patient in manner and intelligent in presentation.

What a wonderful scripture, especially for public preachers.

But I want to pause now, and see if we can apply this solemn charge from the Apostle, to those of us who are not public preachers. You say, I listen to sermons, but don’t preach them. Is there anything here for me to learn?

To find the answer we need to couple verses 1 & 2 with that little phrase in v 5 ‘Do the work of an evangelist.’

Ephesians 4 tells us that God has called some to be pastors, some teachers and some evangelists; and those of us not in full-time pastoral ministry would  rightly say those callings are not primarily for us.

But I believe that if we look at scripture as a whole we discover that we are ALL called – quote - to do the work of an evangelist.

Billy Graham is the most obvious example of any man alive today who has the gift and calling of an evangelist. God has given him this extraordinary HS gift of persuading people to make a decision, to make a commitment to Christ. And he has preached to more men and women than anybody in all history, and almost certainly been used to bring more souls into the K of God than any other.
But Jesus said to the disciples – not all of whom had the gift of public evangelism -: ‘ The harvest is plentiful but the labourers are few. Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into the harvest field.’
We need to pray that prayer, and above all we need to be willing to be the answer to our own prayer.

To do the work of an evangelist, we don’t need to be theologically trained, we don’t need to be a preacher, but we DO need to know the Lord personally, and we do need to realise the debt we owe to him….because that gives us the motivation.
As we gaze on the Cross, as we take communion, we need to ask: ‘All this Lord you have done for me. What can I do for you?’

And I believe He will reply: Do the work of an evangelist. Tell your friends and family and colleagues about me. Don’t keep the good news to yourself. You know we have a monopoly of good news….we have the ball at our feet….the world is lost and hungry and thirsty. If you had a cure for cancer or Aids you wouldn’t keep it to your self. The Gospel is an eternal cure for the mortal disease of sin.
I want to take Jeremy Thompson, the speaker at our Friday braii as an example. 

He’s only been a Christian 3 years or less. He’s a mere child in spiritual age. But he knows the Lord, he loves the Lord, and he can’t help sharing his faith in season and out of season.

Do you know I was really challenged when I spoke to him before the meal. He said  ‘I’ve been here nearly 2 hours and nobody has spoken to me about spiritual things. He said: At my church Glenridge, when we have a function like this, we speak of little else.

And with that challenge, I began to circulate and initiated conversations about spiritual matters with several guys. It made my evening so much more worthwhile, and I discovered you know – what I already suspected – that in this wonderful St Martin’s church fellowship of ours, there are people – more than just a few – who don’t know the Lord personally. They are not sure of their salvation. They readily disclosed that. If they were to die tonight they would not be confident of their destination.

And you know it is very common, particularly among Anglicans and others who have been church-goers all their lives, to know a great deal about religion, and nothing about assurance of salvation. To put it another way they are religious, but without a relationship with Jesus. And religion is not a passport to heaven. Some people are very good at living ‘the Christian life’ without knowing the Lord.
Many get confirmed when there is nothing to confirm. You can’t confirm a booking if you never made a booking. If we have never come to a saving faith in Jesus, we have no place reserved in heaven.

Before moving to ST. M, Anne and I spent 18 months at St Paul’s in the city centre. At the Bible Studies I used to lead, people would ask ‘What does it mean to be born again? Isn’t everyone born again automatically?’

So I wrote a paper – one side of A4. I’ve brought some tonight. It explains the master-metaphor of new birth, and it provides a potted biography of John Wesley who was religious without being born again until 10 years after his ordination! So, take courage - I’ll return to that at the end.
The point is we are meant to be sure.

John writes: ‘I write these things to you who believe that you may know you have eternal life.’   1Jn 5.13
Don’t rest until you know that you know that you know. CS Lewis writes: As water is made for thirst, so finding is made for seeking.

God means us to find!

Secondly,
The last su de of the book. V.5

Keep your head! Credibility matters.

The Pope and a few other RCs have for 2 decades now been almost lone voices against the moral erosion of society. But sadly the credibility of the RC church has been so undermined by dogmas, like ex cathedra edicts against contraception, and of course paedophilia in the priesthood.
In SA – I’ve been observing the scene for 2 years now– we have a number of passionate Christian organisations fighting abortion and much else. But too many crazy protests. Hanging effigies of rapists in the square, branding our Constitution a satanic document – in fact more in it about protection of religion than any other in the world –

Keep your head. Be wise. Be discerning. Be selective in the causes you fight. Earn respect by the way you fight them. Don’t shoot until you see the whites of their eyes.
Thirdly,  v.13

Read the right books.

A man is known by the books on his shelves. 

AW Tozer: ‘Next to the Holy Scriptures the greatest aide to the life of faith may be Christian biographies.’

Charles Spurgeon counselled his students:

‘Master those books that have helped you. Read them thoroughly. Bathe in them until they saturate you. Read and re-read them. A student will find his constitution is more effected by one book thoroughly mastered than by 20 books merely skimmed.’

I bear testimony to that. There are probably barely 20 books that I have read and re-read – books that have changed my life.

Next gem, v.8

The Crown of Righteousness.

We won’t take anything with us when we go , will we? Have you ever seen a hearse with a roof-rack or a trailer?

But what does it matter if there is waiting for me that crown?

What is the condition?  Of course, its salvation; being made righteous in His righteousness. Of course its new birth and that personal relationship with Jesus. But note how Paul  puts it here: longing for his appearing! That’s a good test of whether you really know the Lord – of whether you are truly born again. Do you long to see Him? Whether we are still here when he comes in the clouds, or whether it’s the other route – physical death - the door opens and I see Him  face to face.
Harare conference centre over entrance to dining room:: ‘Maybe Today’  3x a day !
Am I ready?  What if He comes tomorrow?

Will I meet Him as my friend or judge? If we are sure of our salvation there is nothing more exciting to look forward to. Anne and I on our evening walk – amazing cloud formations – how often we ask each other – will it be like that?
Of course physical death may come first. But again, to the man who has a personal relationship with Jesus, death has no fears.
Do you remember your Narnia stories? The very last book:

CS Lewis  The Last Battle (One of the 20 writers!)
(Narnia stories. Earth is known as ‘shadowlands’ but Narnia is where Aslan the great lion lives, and in the allegory, Aslan represents the Lord Jesus. This is how the last story of all ends:
“Then Aslan  turned to the children and said: 'You do not yet look so happy as I mean you to be.' Lucy said, 'We're so afraid of being sent away, Aslan. And you have sent us back into our own world so often.'

'No fear of that, said Aslan. 'Have you not guessed? . . .all of you are - as you used to call it in the Shadowlands - dead. The term is over: the holidays have begun. The dream is ended: this is the morning.'

And as He spoke He no longer looked to them like a lion; but the things that began to happen after that were so great and beautiful that I cannot write them. And for us this is the end of all the stories, and we can most truly say that they all lived happily ever after. But for them it was only the beginning of the real story. All their life in this world and all their adventures in Narnia had only been the cover and the title-page: now at last they were beginning Chapter One of the Great Story which no one on earth has read: which goes on for ever: in which every chapter is better than the one before.”
My last gem is verse 7:
Can you echo v.7 but in the present tense?
Day by Day,

I am fighting the good fight

I am running the race  (Note the metaphor of soldier and athlete again)

I am keeping the faith.

I am no longer earth-bound in my thinking. I am heaven bound!

I am looking forward to His coming

I  long for his appearing.

Now I want to spend our last moments in this series putting into practice what we have learnt today. Allow me please to try and do the work of an evangelist for 5 mins even if it is out of season – it doesn’t matter, does it?! Do I have your permission?
Let me let you into a secret. The main reason for the register is because during these 6 weeks you have become my Monday prayer list; each Monday I pray for each of you by name. And I know that more than one man here is not yet sure of his salvation. I’m not judging anyone – I’m talking about people who have told me that, like those 3 men did at the Braai.
We’re all religious – you wouldn’t be here otherwise – and most of I know us have that vital relationship with J also, but I am deeply concerned for those who don’t. 
I want to build on Mike’s sermon yesterday. What is vital is that we are not merely in the religious multitude listening to the Sermon on the Mount, but that we have made that simple and unequivocal decision by which we pass from darkness to light, and become one of HIS disciples.

So may I give out my paper and we’ll whiz through it.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE BORN AGAIN?

IS EVERYONE BORN AGAIN AUTOMATICALLY?

Please READ:   John 1.12-13,  John 3.1-16,   2 Corinthians 5.17,  1 Peter 1.3 & 23

We see from these Scriptures that the life-changing step, or event, of becoming a true Christian is described in the New Testament in a number of different ways.

Receiving Jesus (John 1.12)

Being born again (John 1.12 & 13, John 3.3-8, 1 Peter 1.3 & 23)

Believing in Him  (John 1.12 and 3.16)

Becoming a new creation (2 Cor 5.17)

The ‘overlap’ of these themes, particularly in John 1.12, shows that all these expressions refer to the same vital event which transforms us spiritually and admits us to God’s family of true believers.

The NEW BIRTH is Jesus’ own ‘master-metaphor’ used in his conversation with Nicodemus, an intelligent and highly qualified leader of the Jews.

It is instructive to draw the comparison with natural birth:
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JOHN WESLEY is a wonderfully instructive ‘case-history.’ Son of a clergyman, godly home, baptised, confirmed and ordained into the Anglican ministry. A zealous preacher on both sides of the Atlantic for 10 years.  But he knew something vital was missing. He writes in his journal aged 31: “I continued preaching, and following after, and trusting in righteousness whereby no flesh can be justified. All the time I was thus beating the air.”

His health deteriorated. On 5 March 1734 he was ‘clearly convinced of unbelief, of the want of that faith whereby alone we are saved.’

On 24 May 1734 he was listening to a preacher in a chapel in Aldersgate, the City of London. He writes:

“About a quarter to nine, while the preacher was describing the change which God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for salvation; and an assurance was given me that He had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death.”

After that began a ministry of 50 years preaching which changed the world. One day he was asked: ‘Mr Wesley, why do you preach so often on the text ‘You must be born again’. He replied: ‘Because you must be born again.’

So ‘How can I be born again?’  Please read my booklet: Discovering Christianity Today.          

John Smyth     September 2002    

NB: Process of gestation….can be decades

        But there must be an event of BIRTH

Not everyone knows when it was. Not everyone remembers it. None of us can remember being born naturally. But we all know – know for sure – we are alive.

After the event of birth there follows anr process – the lifetime of growth.

So the question is not, can I remember the day of my new birth – although it’s great if you can – so many campers……

But rather, do I know I am alive spiritually? If not, I want to suggest 3 mini-steps which make up the life-changing event of new birth:

3 steps: 3 Ts

Turn from your sin – repentance – 180 deg turn, as best I know how.
Trust that He died for your sins – taking the punishment you deserved in your place
Take him into your life.

Now I believe that your seeking needs to become finding.

Your uncertainty needs to become certainty. 6.20 pm on March 22 2004, God wants to give to some here the gift of new birth; others he wants to give an assurance of new birth.
I’m going to ask we all bow our heads. And then I’m going to lead in a prayer. 
God knows our hearts and I believe he sees 3 different groups here.

1. Those who know they have asked Christ into their hearts.  Don’t say this prayer. Just thank Him afresh.

2. Those who know they haven’t. This prayer is definitely for you.

3. Those who are not sure. Make sure!

DCT Prayer
One more T:   Tell someone. Bible says we must confess with our mouths as well as believe in our heart.

Please take one of my booklets with my compliments. It will help you to understand what you’ve done, and give you the scriptures you need.
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