2006-12-02  DEVELOPING A CHRISTIAN MIND
Rom 12.2
Start with Calvin’s prayer from the 16 c:

Heavenly Father, in your Son Jesus Christ are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Enlighten our minds by your HS to grant us that reverence and humility without which no one can understand your truth. Through JC our L.
Please turn to Rom 12; I am going to put 4 more short scriptures up on the screen to save time.
Romans 12.1&2

1 Cor 14.2

1 Tim 2.4

Heb 5.13,14

We see we are to be transformed by the renewing of our minds - 
We are to think like adults

God’s plan is more than our salvation – it’s the knowledge of the truth as well
We are to train ourselves by eating the solid food of scripture. 
And wonder of wonders, we have the mind of Christ by His HSp.

Having said all that: we need to stress that a Christian Mind is more than a mind saturated with Christian truth. It is a mind that is able to grapple with secular matters in a spiritual way. So important its on the next slide.
The scriptures provide the wisdom of God which includes understanding the signs of the times…..grappling with topical issues from a spiritual view-point.
Eg for me at present –  quite a large slice of my time is spent grappling with the Constitution of SA - not to condemn it, as so many Christians do, but to see how we can use it to uphold God’s interests in society. 

Rom 13.1 makes it quite clear that the Govt and Constitution we have, have been established by God. That doesn’t of course mean that the Constit is perfect – far from it – everything man does is tainted by sin, particularly unregenerate men.

But it does mean we are to submit to it and make the very best we can of it. And that’s not as difficult as many suggest – our Constit is unique in the world in that there are no less than 4 sections which uphold the right of religion, conscience and belief. 

And working in conjunction with a lovely Christian Organisation called DFL we have instituted 4 actions in the Courts using those provisions.

One was the so called SSM case when I had the privilege to address the court for 20 mins as amicus curiae – my submission was simply that to change the definition of marriage to include gays would be – quoting the Constitution – unfair discrimination against Jews, Moslems and Christians who regarded their marriage vows as sacred. In order to establish that I had of course to quote OT scripture. ……..you could have a pin drop…one of clerks saw a vision of angels. The course the case took thereafter, and reading between the lines of the judgement suggests that it was that submission that persuaded the court to send the matter to Parliament rather than rule in favour of the gays immediately. The lasting legacy of this case, in spite of the Civil Union Bill which Parliament has opted for, is that the Court declared that “the sacred and the secular must co-exist in South African society.”
That was our 2005 case in the Con Court. The 2006 case was on any view a great victory. Because the Abortion Amendment Act had been rushed through Parliament without proper consultation with the public as the Constitution requires, we made a “direct access” application to the Con Court asking for an order declaring the Act invalid. The Lord blessed our efforts beyond our wildest dreams; this Act and The Traditional Healers Act were struck down subject to a suspension period of 18 months to allow Parliament to start at square 1 and go through the legislative process all over again – this time giving the public a “meaningful” say in the redrafted Acts. We hope that this time they will heed what we say about amendments to prevent illegal abuse of abortions. The implications of the judgment however go much wider: the highest court in the land said that whenever a piece of legislation is controversial the public must be involved at every stage. “DFL, declared the court, have brought before the Court matters of great moment which go to the very heart of our constitutional democracy.”
We have 2 more cases relating to abortion in the pipeline, one  in the Labour Ct where we represent a theatre sister who was fired because she refused to do abortion evacuations, and a second due to be heard in Durban in 2007, on behalf of a schoolgirl who was subjected to an illegal abortion by a local clinic arranged by her school behind her parents’ back.

Do please talk to me afterwards if you’d like to hear more about those matters.

But let’s begin at a more grass roots level:

2 ladies met in the supermarket. One said to the other: ‘What the matter with you?’ ‘I’m so worried, she replied, I keep thinking about the economic situation.’ ‘Well, you want to take things more philosophically and stop thinking.’

That reflects the mood of today’s world, and of many of today’s churches too. I’m afraid it has to be said that many people go to church not to think, meditate, study the scriptures, use their minds, but to feel better.

The ugly twins of mindlessness and meaninglessness have taken over in some churches.

I was in a church not so long ago where the preacher got up and prayed; ‘As I preach this morning O Lord, will you cut off our minds, and open our hearts.’

That’s an appalling affront to a Creator who has ennobled us with minds. Rom 12.2 does NOT say: Be transformed by the REMOVAL of your mind.  The mind and the heart are not opposed to each other. The mind is the door to the heart. Mind and Emotions are always to be kept in balance; but emotionalism seeks to short-circuit the mind and is very dangerous.
Of course the other extreme is becoming tad-pole Xtians – all head and not much else. God doesn’t want that either. Love is an emotion and God is love, so we must have the balance of head and heart, mind and emotion, hot hearts but cool heads.
Let me then give you 3 things that a proper use of the MIND does: (Slide 7) In a word it glorifies God, and enriches us.
1. It glorifies God our creator. We are made in his image. We are rational beings, not irrational like the animals. And God is in the business of providing REVELATION to us – He reveals Himself. He is not a silent God. 

To understand his revelation requires the use of the mind. Even with a dream, vision or prophesy we must use our minds to interpret it or test it – OK?  I have had at least 2 dreams which have changed my life; Anne has something of a ministry of prophetic dreams, but I think we would both say that dreams, visions and prophesies are the icing on the cake of revelation. God’s usual way of revealing Himself is by His word impacting our minds.
2. It enriches our Spiritual life in at least 4 ways:

· Enriches our FAITH. Faith and reason go together. Faith is not as a little boy once said ‘believing in what you know isn’t true.’ Faith depends on reason. Faith is responding to a sufficiency of evidence. Faith is a reasoning trust. It transcends reason, but is never inconsistent with it. Coming to Christ is therefore not a leap into the dark, but a measured step into the light, made on the basis of hard evidence….the historicity of Jesus, the hard evidence of his resurrection and so on. Faith and reason are never in the Bible set against one another. Faith is contrasted with sight, but never reason.

· Enriches our WORSHIP: The Athenians you remember in Acts 16 worshipped an unknown God….or tried to. But you cannot worship an unknown God because you don’t know what would please him. Ps 105.3 tells us what worship is – to glory in his holy name, and you can’t do that without knowing who he is; reflecting and revelling in his greatness.  Psalm 136 has the refrain after every verse ‘His love endures for ever’; BUT every verse – before that refrain – gives you something fresh to reflect on about the greatness of God.  I don’t know about you, but I worship best when my mind and my spirit work  together – John 4  - True worship, said J to the Samarian woman, is worship in Spirit and in Truth.
· Provides our GUIDANCE:  The Bible says He will do it through our mental processes….Rom 12.2b. “then you will be able to discern God’s perfect will.” He doesn’t throw answers up on an O/H screen.

PS 32:8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go;

    I will counsel you and watch over you.

  PS 32:9 Do not be like the horse or the mule,

    which have no understanding

  but must be controlled by bit and bridle

· Strengthens our EVANGELISM: that is our ability to share our faith with others and tell others how to find a real relationship with Christ. Many reject the Gospel, not because they perceive it to be false, but because they perceive it to be trivial or irrelevant. We must be able to explain why it is neither false nor trivial. Of course we rightly want simplicity in telling others of our faith; but don’t sieve out the profundity – the wonder – the reality of it. The Gospel is true and reasonable, and so we are advocates who need to PERSUADE others of it.

  AC 19:8 Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing persuasively about the kingdom of God. 9 But some of them became obstinate; they refused to believe and publicly maligned the Way. So Paul left them. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. 10 This went on for two years, so that all the Jews and Greeks who lived in the province of Asia heard the word of the Lord.
Amazing! Everyone who came up to Ephesus each week for their shopping came to hear Paul in the lunch hour!
You can’t be an advocate for the Gospel if you don’t know your brief. I believe that every major city needs a city centre church which unfolds the Gospel persuasively, systematically, reasonably, scripturally, week by week.

You see the HS doesn’t convict people of their sin in spite of the evidence, He does it because of the evidence. Without real content, the HS cannot work. Mere trivia, emotionalism, hype, stories, anecdotes cannot be the means of bringing people to Christ.

Jesus said: ‘You shall know the TRUTH, and truth shall set you free.’
Now next I would like to turn to remind you of the 4 great EPOCHS of History – His story. They are so important because they provide a map grid or a compass which gives us our bearing whenever we come to consider secular issues in spiritual terms. (Slide 8)
1. 
Creation: The climax of God’s creation was MAN and woman. We were endowed by God with Rational, Moral, Social, Creative, Artistic, Imaginative and Spiritual faculties which distinguish us from the animal creation and give us what the Bible calls dominion of it.
2. 
Fall: Sin entered. Man rebelled. And all relationships became skewed – to God and with each other. The necessity for manual work, the pain of child-bearing, disease and the inevitability of physical death were examples of the spin-off of the Fall. It was of course the supreme tragedy – Man made for God, by God, like God, is now struggling to live his life without God.
The Fall was the origin of all alienation from God. Theologians call it total depravity. That doesn’t mean everything became totally depraved; it does mean that everything is tainted, spoiled, contaminated with the effects of sin eg our minds, our sexuality, our wills and so on. The image of God in us is not erased, but veiled. I prefer to call this doctrine  universal depravity. 
3. Redemption: the third great epoch! We become new creations in Christ because Christ came to redeem us on the Cross. In one sense God was starting over again in remaking us as new creations. The veil is little by little removed as his holiness in us is restored – that’s sanctification.
4. Consummation- the not yet! When Christ comes His kingdom will be perfected. The image of God in us will be perfectly restored! Now as through a glass darkly, then face to face, says Paul.
So we have those 4 great events: The good, the evil, the new, and the perfect.

And we need to filter our thinking about everything through that grid in order to develop a Christian mind.

Let’s take for example Islam. In the culture war, the Moslems are our greatest allies, second only perhaps to the Catholic church. In SA we have a Moslem radio channel – which goes out all over the African continent on CH 66 Audio DSTV – its called Channel Islam International. I have 2 friends there called Ibrahim and Ijaz for whom I have the highest regard. When it comes to protection  of marriage and abortion they surpass every other media outlet in their courage and determination to uphold Biblical values. They are very generous to me in the opportunities they give to me to speak on their channel at prime-time slots.
The men and women who have embraced Islam were made in God’s image. They are his creation. That’s good. Very good.
Where did Islam come from? In the 6th century a man called Mohammed found himself with a deep desire after God. A longing for spiritual things. He looked at Christianity; by that time all persecution of Christians had ceased; Constantine had embraced Xtianity as the religion of the state; Mohammed saw a soft secular image of the real thing corrupted by the world. That’s the effect of the Fall. Christianity itself is tainted by the fall. Mohammed turned away. He started his own religion. That was the effect of the fall. He wrote the Koran believing he heard it from Allah. Mohammed never found personal redemption in Christ; much worse he founded a  religion that led millions away from redemption in Christ.
Islam specifically rejects in the Koran both the deity of Jesus and his death on the Cross – the 2  pillars upon which Christianity rests.

And so today millions are enslaved in the darkness of the fall without the redemption of Christ and the cross, particularly in the 10/40 region of the world. They are shut off by Islam from the redemptive power of Christ which makes all things new. They believe they have a better religion.
And yet, like my two friends on Ch Islam Int, there are many great Moslems – men and women made in the image of God. Of course, that’s true of many unbelievers – artists, sportsmen, business men and women – they are capable of great things because God’s image in them is still there, veiled, but not erased, as for all of us.
Now as we begin to wind up, let me give you another example of how that 4 fold grid helps us:
Many people today wrestle with their self-image. Who am I? What do others see in me? I’m no good. I’m worthless.

This sort of thinking is of course a product of the Fall, but the Bible keeps the balance, and only the Bible. Because Creation precedes the Fall, and God created us in his image, the Bible asserts the dignity, the glory, the nobility, the rationality of every human being at the same time as it recognises the results of the fall in every human being: our depravity, our shame, our ignobility and our irrationality.
The Bible is radically realistic:

Human beings at one and the same time are:

Wise
Foolish     (ie. creation/fall)
Love
Hate

Full of joy

In the depths of depression

Capable of heroism & self-sacrifice  Desperately Cowardly

Aspire to loftiest nobility     Descend to most basic cruelty

Like God
Like beasts
Able to like geniuses
Covet and envy

Love
Curse

Worship
Kill

They sculpture, they paint, compose music, and yet they slander, steal, slaughter unborn babies.

Human beings are the inventors of hospitals for the care of the sick, universities for the acquisition of wisdom, parliaments for the just rule of the people, and churches for the worship of God. But they are also the inventors of torture chambers, concentration camps and nuclear arsenals. Strange, bewildering paradox! - noble and ignoble, rational and irrational, moral and immoral, Godlike and bestial! 

2 quotes up on the screen: (slides 9 and 10)
As C. S. Lewis (The Prince Caspian) put it through Aslan, 'You come of the Lord Adam and the Lady Eve. And that is both honour enough to erect the head of the poorest beggar, and shame enough to bow the shoulders of the greatest emperor on earth.'

I do not know any more eloquent description of the human paradox than one which was given by Richard Holloway, now Bishop of Edinburgh, at the Catholic Renewal Conference at Loughborough in April 1978:

This is my dilemma . . .', he said, '1 am dust and ashes, frail and wayward, a set of predetermined behavioural responses, . . . riddled with fears, beset with needs . .., the quintessence of dust and unto dust I shall return . . . But there is something else in me ... Dust I may be, but troubled dust, dust that dreams, dust that has strange premonitions of transfiguration, of a glory in store, a destiny prepared, an inheritance that will one day be my own ... So my life is stretched out in a painful dialectic between ashes and glory, between weakness and transfiguration. I am a riddle to myself, an exasperating enigma . .. this strange duality of dust and glory.'

So you see how a Christian Mind has taught us the importance of  a right self-image. The little black boy from a deprived background used bad grammar, but absolutely impeccable theology when he exclaimed:
I’m me, and I’m good, ‘cos God don’t make junk.

Everything of God’s image that is in us by reason of creation is to be affirmed.

Everything that comes from the Fall needs to be changed by the redemptive power of Christ.

And thank God, a day is coming when all that I hate in myself will disappear – in that glorious day of consummation.

The wonderful truth of the Bible put another way is:

We have been saved from the PENALTY of sin.

We are being saved from the POWER of sin.

We will be saved from the PRESENCE of sin.
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