FATHERS’ DAY MESSAGE
EAST LONDON HP 19 JUNE 2005

THE FATHER HEART OF GOD

1 John 3.1   What a scripture!

Don’t you love the exclamation mark? I think the translators who put that in were inspired by the HS as well as John the author!

Fashionable on Fathers Day to preach a message to fathers. And oh boy there is such a need for that because today fathers need so much help and encouragement in the absolutely vital role they play in bringing up their children. But that’s another sermon.

I want to speak today to everyone, fathers, mothers, singles, teens, widows, widowers, divorcees – whoever you are – who is either a child of God or wants to join the family.
Christians have a heavenly Father – we are children of God – He lavishes on us His infinitely great love.

Some of us have or have had good earthly fathers, some indifferent, some poor, perhaps some who have been positively evil and abused us, some us have never known a biological father,

But the first and vital question is ‘are you a child of this great and wonderful Father in heaven who longs to lavish his love upon you?’
Let’s check that out, shall we, before we do anything else today. Turn to John 1.12.

What does it say? What do you have to do to become a child of God? To be born of God?

Receive Jesus, believe in His name! There is no other name given among men by which we can be saved! No other way!   So simple. But so profound!  When I was born naturally from my mother’s womb, I started to breathe oxygen, air! When I’m born of God I start to breathe the Holy Spirit of God --- Jesus described it like that to Nicodemus – ‘the wind  …..’

And so the question is – HAVE YOU RECEIVED HIM? ARE YOU A CHILD OF GOD, THE HEAVENLY FATHER? Can you say “Yes, that is what I am – exclamation mark!” ‘I know I have joined the family!’
Jesus said, ‘I am the way, the truth, the life, no one comes to the Father but by me.’ 
Have you let the Lord Jesus lead you to this wonderful heavenly father who wants to lavish his love upon you?

Story I love – go back about 15 years to when George Bush Snr was the 41st President in WH.

14 year old…..

You cannot become a child of God except thro Jesus.

Jew – yachtsman, shipwrecked – as he was drowning prayed to OT Jehovah – vision – heard a voice – Pray to me in the name of Jesus who can save you – did so – lost consciousness – came to on the beach – convicted of his sin – saved twice over.
Now many of us here today have come to our Heavenly father thro Jesus. We have repented of our sin, we have believed in Jesus and we have received Him. Wonderful. You are born again and you are a child of God. You know you are in the family.
But is there perhaps someone here who has so to speak left his father’s home and strayed off into the far country? Maybe it’s just a miracle you’re in church because you’ve been so far from God.

Are there any prodigal sons or daughters here today? You thought you’d manage OK without God; you’ve been off in the pig sties of the world perhaps, or just plain back-sliding?  But now you’ve come to your senses – at least you’re back in church – but you’re not sure if God will really have you back into his home?

I’ve got good news for you! God has never stopped lavishing his love upon you! He’s protected you from worse things which might have happened to you in the far country. You are still his child. Nothing you have done has changed that!

And just like the father in Luke 15 – everyday he goes out and looks to see if you are coming back. He saw you a long way off before you got to church today; He wants to throw his arms around you and kiss you and exclaim: “This my child was dead and is alive again.” 
Your part of course is to say from the bottom of your heart “Father I have sinned against heaven and against you, I am no longer worthy to be called your child – but please have me back.”

You know the modern day story of a teenager who ran away from home:  eventually he came to his senses and wanted to go home – not sure if parents would want him back. Wrote a note, asked someone else to deliver it – “I’m sorry, I want to come back. If you want me back please put a white handkerchief on the bush in the front garden on Monday next week.”

Monday came -----fear and trembling-----went to the street. Peered along the road. He didn’t see a white handkerchief. There were huge white sheets hanging on every tree, every bush, out of every window. 

That’s how much God wants you back if you’ve slipped away from him.

I want to speak to another group of people this morning: You are a child of God, you haven’t strayed far away, but you are struggling, you find the Christian life a grind. You’ve lost your joy; you say ‘John, I try so hard, but I don’t feel I’m a child of God; I don’t sense his love being lavished upon me at all.’
Come with me to God’s Word:

Deut 33.27, 12  I want to say to you: ‘Stop striving and start resting.’  Take time to nestle into the everlasting arms.
Perhaps you’re too much of a Martha? Turn to Luke 10.38-42

Is it time to slow down? Time to nestle into the Father’s arms and sit at Jesus’ feet.

That’s recovery mode if you’re burnt out and you’ve lost the joy of the Lord.
Some of us didn’t have a human father who let us nestle into his arms. We struggle with these promises about the everlasting arms. But they are true and we need to take time to learn they are true by experiencing them.

Finally a word of encouragement to those who are suffering in one way or another. 
You know where your suffering comes from?

Is 30.20 says it is the Lord who gives us the bread of adversity and the water of affliction.  Yes, your heavenly father.
Is 48.10 says ‘See, I have refined you, I have tested you in the furnace of affliction’

BUT

LA 3:32 Though he brings grief, he will show compassion,

    so great is his unfailing love.

  LA 3:33 For he does not willingly bring affliction
    or grief to the children of men.

You say perhaps, But why does my heavenly father who lavishes his love upon me, allow me to suffer? Turn with me to our final scripture Heb 12.5-11
What a scripture! Suffering is never arbitrary for a child of God; it is simply part of Plan A in your loving Father’s best agenda for his precious child.
Bishop of Durham after Mining Disaster in North of UK

Took into pulpit a piece of beautiful tapestry but held up the reverse side of tangles and confused threads. ‘This is what we see’. Turning it round he said, ‘this is God’s plan’
Do you want a harvest of r’ness and peace in your life? I tell you, you have to be willing to let God enroll you in his university of suffering; you have to be willing to be trained in that school we all shrink from.

Let me end with some quotations from saints who have graduated cum laude in that school:

Robert Murray McCheyne the Scottish preacher who died aged 29 of a chronic disease said:

Some believers are much surprised when called upon to suffer. They thought they would do some great thing for God; but all that God permits them to do it seems is to suffer. Everyone in heaven will have a different story, but everyone a tale of suffering.

Dr Joseph Parker, one of great London preachers at end of  19th century :

Up to age of 68 never had a doubt of any kind. Then his wife died.

"The faith by which I had lived, and which I had preached to others, collapsed. I became almost an atheist. It seemed God set His foot upon my prayers and treated my petitions with contempt. If I had been a dog in such agony as mine, I would have pitied and helped the dumb beast ; yet God spat upon me and cast me out as an offence . ...out into the wasted wilderness, and into a night black and starless . "

Later he wrote :

"Plough  on, Lord, I want my life to be ploughed all over, that it may be sown all over, and that in every corner there may be golden grain or glorious flowers.  Pity me that I complained when I first felt the ploughshare; Thou knowest my frame , Thou rememberest that I am but dust ; but now I recollect, I put things together, I see Thy meaning. So drive on, Thou Ploughman of Eternity."
A Christian who spent 10 years in a Communist jail said on his release:

‘Those were the richest years of my life’

Hudson Taylor of the 19th century China Inland Mission used to quote Rev 21:

‘When J comes He will wipe away every tear. I would not like to be one of those with no tears to wipe away, would you?’

But perhaps most of all suffering is simply a question of following in the Master’s footsteps. This is what Amy Carmichael, that amazing missionary to the Hindu children in India wrote after 25 years being largely bed-ridden from a fall:

No wound? No scar?

Yet, as the master shall the servant be,

And pierced are the feet that follow Me;

But thine are whole. Can he have followed far

Who has no wound? No scar?
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