JESUS TEACHES US HOW TO WALK IN LOVE
Luke 6. 27-36

What a versatile word love is!
 Both a noun,  a verb, and a form of address.
It can mean nothing more than ‘like’   “I love sweets”

At the other end of the spectrum it is the profound and immeasurable love of God for his creatures and His people.

Indeed it is nothing less than one of the definitions of Almighty God that the Bible gives us: “God is love”

In between those two extremes – loving sweets, and God’s love for us,

There is love for family, love for friends, and of course the passionate, romantic,  erotic love of  man and wife.
You can be in love, fall in love, make love, send your love,

We have love birds, love-bites, love-letters, and love seats.

You can be love-lorn, loveless, love-sick and lovey-dovey!
No wonder people say that it is love that makes the world go round, and love is the one international language! And  Hollywood’s celluloid techno colour brand of imitation love has become the world’s biggest industry.
And so it is fascinating and very instructive for us to study in Luke’s version of the Sermon on the Mount, what Jesus – who created true love, and who embodies divine love – has to teach us about love.

We find – perhaps to our surprise -
He’s not talking about erotic love, sexual love; he’s not talking about the love of family and friends, nor even about phileo – the Gk word that expresses the love of God for us or our love for God.

He is simply addressing the down to earth everyday topic  of our attitude and behaviour towards other human beings with whom we may have no spiritual relationship, or blood relationship….no special relationship at all.
So this is all about our neighbour over the garden fence, our business colleague or partner, our local shop-keeper, those we rub shoulders with at school or college or on the sports field, or golf course. The people we meet in the common round of everyday life.

And we see immediately that Jesus speaks about 3 different levels of love that human beings may have one for another.

He starts and ends with the highest level: verses 27,28, and 35,36.

In between, he talks of religious love – verses 29-31 – and worldly love – verses 32-34.

And Jesus seems to be addressing three groups in the crowd.

You remember that last week Mike drew our attention to the 2 groups of listeners: the crowd at large, and HIS disciples. And he challenged us – which group are you in?
Taking it a stage further, I think that Jesus recognised 2 sub-groups in the crowd at large.

The religious……devout Jews, some of them Pharisees

And

Those who were simply curious……..not religious, just worldly, perhaps there just hoping to see another miracle.

OK? So we’ve got 3 groups. The true disciples, the religious and the worldly.

And Jesus applies his teaching about love to those 3 groups.

We’ll take it in ascending order. The quality of love adopted by the world – the lowest quality of love – first.

Verses 32-34

Many of you, says J, simply love someone who loves you. You scratch my back, I’ll scratch yours. Of course I do favours, but only if I’ll get one back…..v.33

And – verse 34 – I’m very happy to lend some money, or something else – of course  I’d prefer you to have my old tennis racquet  or second set of golf clubs -  provided it’ll come back, and of course I’ll expect some interest or at least a nice gift to express your appreciation of me and what a good chap I am. One good turn deserves anr, says the world.
What credit is that to you?    Says J 3x over.

That’s worldly love, says J. It may be what the world calls love but its not the real thing ……is the implication of verses 32-34.

Level 2  Moving up.

Many of you, Jesus goes on, are religious people.

And you try very hard – and J commends this – verses 29-31 – NOT TO RETALIATE.

Don’t resist an evil person. Turn the other cheek. If someone wants a piece of clothing, give him two pieces.

And don’t ask for it back.

In Matthew’s account of the Sermon on the Mt, we get J also saying,

If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him 2. That probably referred to the Roman rule of compulsory transportation – anybody in the Roman empire could be commandeered to help transport military baggage and supplies.

What I want you to notice is that those 2 little phrases, turning the other cheek (Verse 29) and going the extra mile (MT 5.41) have found their way into common parlance.

Its part of the everyday moral code for a “good person”. A religious person who tries to do unto others – verse 31 –as he would like others to do to him.

That little section vv 29-31 sums up the aims of a good religious person who genuinely wants to keep the second great commandment : “Love your neighbour as yourself.”
And Jesus commends it, indeed commands it.

It’s a very good start; it’s a great deal more than what the world does.

But we must pause and notice: That most religions commend the policy of passive resistance and non-retaliation, and doing to others what you would have them do to you.
The great Russian novelist and philosopher TOLSTOY wrote in 1884 a book called ‘What I believe’. Taking the S on the Mt as his yardstick he insisted on a policy of passive resistance and non-retaliation and went so far as to write:

“Christ totally forbids the human institutions of any law court, police or armies.’

How extraordinarily naïve – an utter failure to see that J was talking of personal responsibility in the S on the Mt, not the need for good government and the necessity for law and order.

Gandhi, was greatly influenced by Tolstoy – he read all his writings whilst living in SA – he returned to India and started his crusade of passive resistance.
So what do we conclude about religious love: Not seeking revenge, not resisting an evil person. It’s good, it’s scriptural on a personal level, and it’s enshrined in our language in those epigrams ‘Go the extra mile’ and ‘Turn the other cheek’

But, says Jesus, what I want you to understand is that Christian love, discipleship love, Kingdom love
Is altogether of a different quality.

Don’t resist, don’t take revenge, is good but it’s a NEGATIVE concept.

Love your enemies, and pray for those who mistreat you – verses 27&28 -  are positive commands that raise our whole attitude to others onto a another level, a divine level – a level that none can ever achieve without the mighty power of the HS flowing through him.
“This is the supreme command” wrote Bonhoeffer in his Nazi concentration camp shortly before his martyrdom, “through the medium of prayer we go to our enemy, stand by his side, and plead for him to God.”

Someone has written: ‘It is impossible to pray for another, and go on praying for him, without genuinely loving him.’

And this is the CRUNCH, isn’t it, for every one of us professing to be a disciple?

Let me share a personal testimony. Almost all the opposition and enemies I have experienced has come since I gave up my legal career and went into full-time Christian work 20 years ago…..its 20 years exactly on March 31. Over and over again Satan has stirred up jealousy in others to attack the work the Lord has given me to do. You wouldn’t believe the sort of things that certain Christians – the Pharisees of today – will do to those of whom they are jealous.
And through these painful experiences I’ve learnt over the years – too slowly I fear – not to resist, not to retaliate, not to seek revenge – to leave vengeance to the Lord. ‘Vengeance is mine, says the Lord, I will repay.’ That is exclusively His province. Never mine.

And so for religious love – verses 29-3- perhaps after 20 years I might score 6 or 7, even 8.

And moving to the last part of v.28, I thought for many years I did my bit in trying to pray for my enemies.

I would pray: “Lord change them, or remove them.”

And of course that’s a perfectly legitimate prayer – the church in Zim has been praying that for years.

But that’s not what J meant! That’s not praying for my enemy, that’s praying for myself.

Yes, by all means we need to pray for ourselves and the protection of the work God has given us. “Lord rescue me from these people. Lord save me.”
But again you see, J is saying everybody does that. When the chips are down we all pray for ourselves. I’ve been in trains and buses many times that have broken down. Everybody swears and cusses. I’ve only been in an airplane once that broke down – everybody prayed. Not one person complained we were turning back.

Jesus says – I’m not talking about praying to get rid of your enemies – that’s praying for yourself – I’m commanding you to pray for your enemy as you pray for yourself, and as you pray for your family, as you pray for your friends. Pray for his welfare, pray of course if he’s an unbeliever for his salvation, but pray always for his highest welfare.
Why?, says J, … look at the end of verse 35. Because your heavenly Father doesn’t discriminate between enemies and friends, neither must you.

v.35: ‘The Most High God is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked.’  Matthew records J as saying: ‘He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and unrighteous.’

Your heavenly father doesn’t discriminate between your friends and enemies, neither must you.’ Verse 36 adds: He is merciful; you must be merciful. Matthew records J saying: Be ye perfect even as heavenly Father is perfect.’
‘Wow!  Level 3 – real love – is not for the merely curious or merely religious,
If I’m a disciple, Kingdom love says I cannot discriminate in my love and my prayers between good people I like and bad people who oppose me.

I’m to love them, I’m to bless them, I’m to pray for them.

We are called to love even those who have forfeited every right to be loved.

That’s Kingdom love, that’s Christian love, that’s what J did on the Cross when He died for his enemies as well as his friends.

And our goal is to be like our Master.

And so again, like last Sunday morning, the challenge comes as a clarion call:
Which group are you in?

I end with a story from the days when the Union Castle liners sailed from Durban every week to the UK via the Cape. Before professional entertainers were introduced the passengers would put together their own concert on the last night of the voyage. On one trip a famous Shakespearian actor was travelling and his contribution was a beautiful rendering of the  23rd Psalm.
‘The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want…’ Perfect diction, pitch, pause and pace. The passengers applauded loud and long. Then to everyone’s surprise, in the second half, a little old lady got up and recited the same psalm. She stumbled over some of the lines and forgot others; but there was not a dry eye in the auditorium when she had finished. Someone asked the actor if he could account for the different response from the audience to the two renderings of the same psalm. He was both shrewd and honest; he replied: “I guess I know the 23rd psalm. She knows the shepherd.’
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