John 21. Why it is my Favourite Chapter.
A Breakfast Braai on the Beach

Read John 21.1-17

3 Reasons why it is my favourite chapter:

1. Begins with FAILURE

The Disciples, particularly their leader Peter, had 

Denied Jesus

Deserted Jesus

Disobeyed Jesus  - Lk 24.49  ‘Do not leave Jerusalem’





      ‘Wait in the city for the      gift of the Holy Spirit. Acts 1.4 reiterates this. ‘Stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.’
They went back to what they thought they were best at.

What happened? More failure.

Peter’s disobedience compounded by leading 6 others astray with him. If you’re a leader and get it wrong – how much greater your fall.

Do you begin to identify with me on this? How often when we blow it, we try to find consolation in the things Jesus called us years ago to leave behind.
Perhaps I’ve simply gone back to my paperback novels, or glossy magazines, the wrong sort of TV programmes or simply too much TV….perhaps something worse..

Whatever it is, my vision for the Master and his work has faded.

‘How are your QTs going?’ ‘That’s the trouble, they’ve gone.’

2. Second reason I love this chapter – it moves from our failures to J’s incredible GRACIOUSNESS.

“I’m fed up to the teeth with this lot. After all the effort I put in for 3 long years, when I needed them most – in my darkest hour – what do they do? Fall asleep, run away, disown me.

“And then I prove to them I’m God by rising from the dead……and even then they disobey me. I’m going to wash my hands of this lot and find some new disciples.” Happily, it doesn’t say that.
Look at the verses! 5 points about His graciousness:

(a) The Shepherd who had just laid down his life for his wandering sheep, once more goes in search of his wayward disciples. He goes to Galilee after them.

Whole Bible – is the story of man running away from God, and omnipotent, omniscient, almighty eternal God – who holds our very breath in his hands – graciously, persistently, comes  after us and woos us back!
Blows the mind, doesn’t it/

Touches the heart.

He doesn’t operate in terms of warnings and last chances,

Instead over and over again he pursues me, restores me, forgives me!

Buries my sins in the depths of the sea – remembers them no more.

He never says: That’s the 313th time you’ve done that.

(b) What’s His first word to them – v.5: “Miserable sinners” – that would have been appropriate.

‘Friends!’

I call you no longer servants, but friends – even when I’ve let him down 1000 times.

Are you beginning to see why I love this chapter so much?

(c) v. 6 You know perfectly well I called you to a much better sort of fishing than going after those slippery, slimey little creatures – but if that’s what you want – here you are – 153 of them!

Did that remind Peter of how it had all begun 3 years earlier: Huge catch, breaking the nets: ‘Depart from O Lord, I’m a sinful man.’ Luke 5. ‘Henceforth Peter you will catch men.’

This time the net didn’t break – another miracle. More grace!

(d) v.10 – Bring some of the fish YOU have caught!
Didn’t need the fish – v.9. And that ‘you’! “There’s nothing in the world you can’t achieve if you’re prepared to give the credit to others.”
(e) v.12 – ‘Come and have breakfast’

Jesus had brought the food.

Found the wood and lit the braai.

Cooked the fish

Now, says the Creator of the universe, I want to wait on you! You guys must be so hungry after a night in that boat.

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound, it saved a wretch like me, and it goes on and on and on bothering with me!

John Bunyan entitled his autobiography: Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners.
‘What so amazing about Grace?’ asks Philip Yancey. John 21 tells us.

Jesus is full of grace and truth! Truthfully he might well have said: ‘Have you forgotten I’m the Son of God who just walked out of that Roman tomb? And you lot are the most ungrateful disobedient lot of louts I could ever imagine.’

That was the truth. But GRACE doesn’t talk like that. Grace doesn’t even think like that.

Not only does he not deal with us as we deserve, but He is the SERVANT King. And, He’s an advocate who provides his services pro bono in speaking to the Father in my defence every time I sin. 1Jn 2.1. ‘Father, remember I took the punishment for him.’
That is the DIVINE PERSPECTIVE into which our gracious God puts every failure.

Are you beginning to enjoy John 21?

3. But thirdly I love this chapter because it ends with a personal appeal to each us to be WHOLEHEARTEDNESS.
Lot in the Bible about WH – look up the references sometime.

Joshua and Caleb were the only ones allowed to enter the promised land because ‘they had a different spirit and followed WH.’

Hezekiah sought his God and worked WH.

But King Amaziah ‘Did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, but not WH.’

Eph 6.7 simply says ‘Serve WH.’

It’s miserable being half-H. Have you discovered that?

Half under an umbrella.

A swimming pool half full.

American soldier who put on grey tunic and blue trousers and was shot at form both sides.

Jesus didn’t want to talk to Peter about his sin – that was gone – after all he had just died that terrible death for him.

But J did want a personal word about Peter’s WHness and priorities.

A little walk along the beach. The scars in the hands.
A sweep of the arm: ‘Do you love me more than these – your 6 buddies, your boat, your fishing?

Ah! That’s the test! When J wants to challenge us about WHness – his question is always much the same:

John, Mike, Marge, Lyn, Craig, Do you love me more than you love

People

Possessions
Pursuits

Are there any rivals in your life to your love for me? Three areas to consider. Three times the question comes.
People:
Is there ANYBODY who has pride of place in your life over me? 

Maybe a good friend of the same sex – too dominating, too powerful, too influential in your life.

Maybe somebody of the opp sex: Maybe not a bad influence, just simply a distraction from Jesus and what he wants of you.

Possessions
Is there ANYTHING that has become an idol. Which set of golf clubs do you lend – the new ones or the old ones? What about money – not wrong in itself but the LOVE of money is the root of all evil.

Pursuits
Is there any PURSUIT, hobby, music, drama, sport, videos…that deprives Jesus of his first place at all times?

Ld Melbourne – Queen Victoria’s first PM: Aged 21.

Ambition to become PM. Realised 2 things had to change: Violin – good – too time consuming. Gambling –wrong – had to go altogether.

I close with verse 17. Sometimes our motives are difficult to discern. He knows my heart far better than I do. Take courage. He knows everything. Let that be your pillow as you drop asleep at night.
He wants a WHd heart! Provided you offer Him that He’ll help you sort out your priorities.

