“DON’T ASK GOD FOR JUSTICE – YOU MIGHT GET IT”
Sub-Titled: “Why is repentance so Important?”

Luke 13.1-9

Introduction: This is one of the hardest of Jesus’ teachings, but we miss the best if we shrink from the most radical passages of Scripture.

The Bible is radical in its demands, its promises, and here we find it is radical in its DOCTRINE. This passage is about the HOLINESS AND JUSTICE OF God.

Because we are conditioned to a society that is so impure and so unholy we find the concept of God’s holiness so mind-blowing that we turn the page over – we shrink from it.

Verse 1: There had recently been an appalling atrocity in Galilee committed on the orders of the Roman Governor Pilate. Horrible, cruel, wicked, racist and blasphemous! An outrage.

Not unnaturally the Jews wanted to ask Jesus – ‘What’s going on?’







    ‘ How could God allow this?’







    ‘ Was God taking a nap, or a day-off?’

It was the  age-old question: Why does God allow suffering?

The hardest of all the ‘whys’. But a separate topic. Jesus deliberately side-stepped the question in order to deal with a much more important question.
Verses 2 & 3:  Jesus says: ‘You’re asking the wrong question. You should be asking:

Not  Why did it happen to them?   But Why didn’t it happen to me?

Verse 4: Jesus gives another example of a recent tragedy in Palestine – the collapse of the Siloam office block tower. What about those people who got killed? They weren’t robbing the bank; just minding their own business walking along the pavement. Wasn’t that terribly unfair? No, says Jesus, wrong question again! The right question is: ‘Why didn’t it happen to me?’
Doesn’t 9/11 and the Twin Towers of New York bring verse 4 alive for us? A few days after 9/11, Mayor Rudi Guillani said on CNN: 

“Nobody deserved to die. They were just ordinary people doing their jobs.’

Jesus begs to differ, sensible as that sounds. Jesus says: Everybody in NY deserved to die. The real question is ‘Why was I spared?’

All this seems strange, even harsh – until we remember that God is infinitely holy and every person is a sinful mutineer.

At the beginning of time, God decreed: The soul that sinneth shall die. One sin attracts the death penalty. Every sin is a capital offence.

It was spelt out to Adam and Eve: If you disobey me, if you eat of the tree, if you even touch the fruit, you will die. (Gen.3)

Death was never God’s plan. Adam and Eve were made to live for ever. Death entered planet earth as a result of their sin.

What happened? Did God go back on his word? No. He simply delayed, deferred the execution date.

It’s the same for all of us. We’ve all sinned. We’re all going to die. We cannot break that appointment. ‘It is appointed unto men once to die and after that the judgement.’ (Heb 9.27).

BUT God gives us a period of life, he delays physical death, in order that we may repent and avoid eternal death
“Perish” in the Bible means ETERNAL DEATH. Eg John 3.16

God delays, He is patient, he is long-suffering, because He wants His MERCY and GRACE to operate.

But Mercy, grace and free forgiveness, cannot operate unless we REPENT. “Unless you repent, you too will perish.” 

So throughout the New testament there is a tremendous emphasis on REPENTANCE – not only as the first step through the door into the Kingdom of Heaven, but as a vital part of the on-going Christian life-style.

Why do we find this so hard? I know why. In my heart there is an innate belief – ‘actually I’m not such a bad person ……..I do more good things than bad….I‘ve been baptised, confirmed, regular at church…put my money generously in the plate….God’s fair…I’m a good oke….God would never let an office block fall on me. And anyway, doesn’t God really owe me his mercy?
If we talk like that, we’ve missed the point. God owes me nothing. I owe Him everything. God is infinitely JUST, He cannot ever be UNJUST – and that’s exactly why the only real question for a sinner like me is: “Why on earth has God spared me?”
We confuse justice and mercy. Justice demands I pay the penalty for every sin I’ve committed. Good deeds are irrelevant – eg an impressive CV doesn’t avail you when you’re in the dock for theft or murder.

MERCY is God in his discretion not exacting the penalty I deserve.

GRACE is God giving me all His good things I don’t deserve.

Imagine a University professor – class of 200 – at beginning of term he explains a written assignment required last Friday of each month. No extensions. If you’re late, you get marked F. At the end of the first month, 50 are late; they beg for an extension and it is granted ‘just this one time.’ At end of second month 100 are late. One last chance is granted. At end of third month 150 are late. The professor explains in class they all get an F. Howls of protest! Bloggs in the front row shouts; ‘it’s not fair!’
‘Is it justice you want, Bloggs?’ says the professor. ‘OK. An F for the first month when you were late but in my mercy I gave you an A. An F for the second month when I gave you a second extension and marked you a B. An F this month.’ Bloggs falls silent. It’s not justice he wants, but mercy.

NEVER ASK GOD FOR JUSTICE – YOU MIGHT GET IT!

The only thing a sinner like me dare ask God for is mercy, and that is conditional upon my repentance.

What is repentance?

Recognition of sin

Regret for sin

Renunciation of sin

180 deg turn.  90 deg is a compromise. I must turn from my thing/my way to God’s thing and God’s way. This is 180 degrees.

Verses 6-9

Parable of fig-tree. So simple. No fruit for 3 years. Owner wants it cut down and destroyed. It’s wasting space in my vineyard. The gardener asks for one more year to see if it will produce fruit.

Acts 26.20 explains this parable. We prove our repentance by our deeds…..that is by our ‘fruit’, behaviour, changed life-style.

A measure of repentance is essential for conversion: Mark 1.14-17 and numerous other passages. We have no mandate to change the steps into the K of Heaven: 
REPENT, BELIEVE, COME, FOLLOW

But repentance at conversion is often shallow and needs to be followed by deeper repentance as we grow in the Christian faith, and become more aware of the seriousness of sin and the holiness of God. Indeed repentance needs to become a life-style.

Keep shorts accounts with God. Don’t wait until next Sunday to confess Monday’s sins. Don’t even wait until bed-time prayers. Repent immediately.

Become increasingly sensitive to every sin of the tongue, thoughts and actions.

‘Search me and know me, O God, and see if there be any wicked way in me’ (Psalm 139.23-24) needs to be our regular prayer.

BUT THE POINT OF THE PARABLE IS THAT GOD’S PATIENCE IS NOT UNLIMITED.

Nowhere in the Bible do you find that God’s patience, mercy or grace is infinite or unlimited. His love and justice are, not His mercy and grace. See 2 Peter 3.9&10.

If you would like to read a fuller article on Repentance by John Smyth entitled “Repentance - the missing word in our Preaching today”, go to ‘Theological Topical Issues’ on this site

