St Martins  THE CROSS Part 2.  May 8 2011

THE CROSS AND SELF

Last Week: The Cross and Salvation.

So wonderfully summed up in the worship song: How deep the Father’s love for us, particularly vv 2 and 3 (READ)

We looked at the 4 analogies the NT writers use to try and explain the mystery of the Cross.

1. Sacrifice: an analogy from the Jewish temple, emphasising the wrath of God and the seriousness of sin. Life depends on blood, and blood had to be shed.
2. Ransom or redemption: an analogy from the slave market, emphasising the captivity of sin. J sd ‘everyone who sins is a slave of sin’

3. Justification: an analogy from the law courts emphasising the guilt which sin brings. But unlike earthly law courts, there is no issue of guilty or not guilty – all are guilty – but also unlike the earthly law courts in that when God justifies he not only sets us free but deletes our criminal record.

4. Reconciliation: a multi-faceted analogy friend/enemy, husband/wife/ nations/politics and so on. And this emphasises the hostlilty to God which sin brings – while we were still his enemies, J dies for us.

And then we saw that the common thread weaving the 4 analogies together is the truth of SUBSTITUTION.


Substitution lies at the heart of both sin and salvation. The essence of sin is man substituting himself for God. The essence of salvation is God substituting himself for man.

And tonight we tackle  THE CROSS AND SELF. 

We won’t be as long as last week but thank you to those ==-[‘=---=pwho encouraged me and to those who emailed me for the notes.

It does seem that you appreciate being asked to think; and that’s so encouraging. I don’t know who said this:

God made you with 2 ends, one to sit with, one to think with.

What you accomplish depends on which end you use.

Heads you win, tails you lose.

But seriously as you know I feel very strongly that God has ennobled us with minds and we must at all times, as Peter commands in his epistle, be ready to give a reason for the faith we have. In a day when Xtians are often branded happy-clappers or Jesus freaks, the answer is not to retreat into our shells but rather to study and grapple with the great truths of our faith so we can boldly assert 

‘I have a faith that stands to reason’

‘When I came to Christ I took a measured step into the light, not a leap into the dark’

‘There IS a sufficiency of evidence’

‘The truth has set me free; I know the truth because I know the One who is the Way, the Truth and the Life.’

That’s the way to win our families, our friends and the nation to Christ.
Now the time for Scripture is well overdue! I am guilty of breaking the principle I have so strongly taught all my life – always start with scripture – you don’t have authority to speak for God until you do!

And we shall have something from OT, NT and a Gospel reading  - it’s so important to get the sum of og God’s word, the broad-sweep of holy writ, the tenure of scripture on any truth or doctrine:

Turn please.

Is 49.1-3

Gal.2.20, 5.19-24
Lk 9.23-25

Now we need to be clear – Jesus spoke of 2 crosses:

A. The Cross on which Jesus died:  v 22 (Luke 9)
B. The Cross I must carry:  vv 23-25 It was a common site to see a man carrying a cross. He was going out to die. He had no rts of his own. And Jesus says that that is a picture of the man who follows him, the woman who denys self, the person who puts himself on the cross and J on the throne.
Now there are 2 reasons why we need to consider what this means:

First, the rather theological and difficult one that it taches us that Jesus dies on the Cross as our REPRESENTATIVE. We shall only touch on this for a moment before getting to the second reason which is much more practical:

Jesus taught we must die to self and take up our Cross daily. LUKE 9. 22-23

Paul repeatedly taught that when Christ died we were identified with him in his death.                                                        Gal. 2.20…I have been crucified with Christ and It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me. 
This wonderful if mysterious truth in no way detracts from the truth that first and foremost Jesus, was our SUBSTITUTE, meeting the demands of God’s justice in full by taking the punishment in our place as we saw last week.
He made there on the Cross a full, sufficient and complete sacrifice for our sin as our substitute. That was last week’s teaching. Hold on to that truth at all costs. My place as a believer, my place in heaven depends on it.

But one commentator say this:
“We are already new people because we have died and risen with Christ. It is in this respect that the death of Christ must rightly be called ‘representative’ as “substitutionary.”

A substitute is somebody who acts in the place of another, so that the other’s action is unnecessary.

A representative acts on behalf of another, in such a way as to involve the other in his action.”

If you are substituted off the soccer pitch, you do nothing. You are out of action. Everything is done by the man on the field in your place. On the other hand an advocate represents his client in court and identifies with him; the client gives evidence; the advocate persuades.
On the cross as our substitute Jesus did for us what we could never do ourselves.
On the cross, at the same time, Jesus identified with us as our representative, and we died with him to our old self, our old nature, and rose again to new life. And of course our baptism is a picture of that.

Just a footnote by way of word of warning:

You will find some talk of the cross putting most if not all the emphasis on Jesus being our representative on the cross. Beware! If you leave out substitution you leave out the heart of the Gospel. It is no exaggeration to say that attempting to explain the cross without substitution is heresy. 
It has been well said that:

Every heresy is either a denial, a distortion or dilution of the cross.

Any attempt to explain the cross without the primary emphasis being on substitution, is a dilution and distortion and therefore heresy. And it’s very prevalent and popular because of course the pride of man shrinks from a truth which says – you’re off the field, you can do nothing to save yourself, Jesus did it all.

Enough on that topic. Now lets get much more practical.
The Second reason we need to tackle the CROSS and SELF is because it is the Cross which provides the answer to the very prevalent problem in our 21st century world of low self-image. Insecurity is closely related. Low self-esteem is very common.  Even among gifted people. Even among the crème de la crème  Often the brightest and the best are not exempt.

 Who am I? What do others see in me?  Sometimes it’s even: “I’m no good. I’m worthless.”
The Devil is in the business of demeaning us as people. He loves to debase the currency of what we are worth as God’s chosen and created people. This of course deprives us of our birthright of JOY and PEACE and destroys our usefulness for Jesus.

Now the good news is that the Cross provides the antidote to this deception of the Devil.

But before we come to the medicine of the Cross, we need to clear the ground by exposing the heresy called “self-love” which the world says is the answer to insecurity and low self-image.

Way back in the 1970s, John Piper in his early days of ministry, wrote an article called: “Is self-love Biblical?” He quoted the limerick:

There once was a nymph named Narcissus

Who thought himself very delicious

So he stared like a fool

At his face in a pool

And his folly today is still with us. 

Narcissusism is the pyschologist’s name for self-love.
Another eminent Christian says: ‘Psychology has become a religion, in particular a form of humanism based on the worship of self.’
‘I love me. I ‘m just a good friend of myself, and I like to do whatever makes me feel good.”

Closely related as you can see to post-modernism.

Now the Bible is quite explicit about self-love: Turn to 2 Tim 3.1-2.

BUT unfortunately many Christians have allowed themselves to fall for the self-love heresy believing sincerely but erroneously that Jesus sanctioned or even commanded it when he gave us the 2 great commandments.

Mt 22.37-39
Three arguments says John Stott refute the suggestion that this is a command to love ourselves:

1. Grammatically it is incorrect. Jesus gave us 2 commandments, not 3. There is no command to love ourself. The addition of the words ‘as yourself’ simply provide a practical guide to what it means to love your neighbour because no one ever hated his own self. It is like the golden rule in the S on the Mt: Do to others what you would have them do to you.”

2. Lingusitically it is incorrect\; the verb to love is agape – which means self-sacrificial love. It cannot be love directed to yourself.

3. Theologically it is incorrect because self-love as contrasted with God-love is the essence of sin and 2 Tim 3 condemns it.

So we’ve cleared the ground. Beware that little heresy – it’s often preached and it’s food and drink to non-Christian psychiatrists.
How then are we properly to regard ourselves? How can we, as Paul says in Rom 12.3, think of ourselves with sober judgement?

The cross of Christ provides the answer. It calls us first to self-denial and then to self-affirmation.

Is the jig-saw coming together?
We have an old nature, a sinful nature which was put to death when we died with Christ, But like a cat with nine lives, it keeps coming back to life. Every day I am to take up my cross – Dr Luke picked up the ‘daily.’ The other evangelists missed it! Before his own death, Jesus takes that analogy and says, every day you are to take up your cross and die to self. That’s self-denial.

Every day we out ourselves on the cross and Him on the throne of our lives. He has access to every part of my life, every room, every cupboard, every drawer, everything on my computer.

If He’s not lord of all, he’s not lord at all.   

That’s self-denial. That’s my cross.
When I look to Jesus on His cross, I turn from self-denial to self-affirmation – his love for me there overwhelmingly shows how much I am worth to him. The Cross affrms my worth as nothing else ever could.

Got it!

Now before we close let’s analyse a little bit more this tendency to negative thinking about ourselves. It may be self-image, it may be insecurity, it may be fear of failure, it may be comparing ourselves with other people, it can be all sorts of things.
This sort of thinking is of course a product of the Fall, but the Bible keeps the balance, and only the Bible.
 Because Creation precedes the Fall, and God created us in his image, the Bible asserts the dignity, the glory, the nobility, the rationality of every human being. At the same time  it recognises the results of the fall in every human being: our depravity, our shame, our ignobility and our irrationality.

The Bible is radically realistic:

Human beings at one and the same time are:

Wise
Foolish

Love
Hate

Amazingly generous    desperately selfish

Full of joy

In the depths of depression

Capable of heroism & self-sacrifice  Desperately Cowardly

Aspire to loftiest nobility     Descend to most basic cruelty

Like God
Like beasts

Able to think
Covet and envy

Love
Curse

Worship
Kill

Human beings are the inventors of hospitals for the care of the sick, universities for the acquisition of wisdom, parliaments for the just rule of the people, and churches for the worship of God. But they are also the inventors of torture chambers, concentration camps, terrorist training camps, and nuclear arsenals. Strange, bewildering paradox! - noble and ignoble, rational and irrational, moral and immoral, Godlike and bestial! 
Did you see the film ‘Prince Caspian’? The best line in the book was left out:
 C. S. Lewis has Aslan saying to the children:, 'You come of the Lord Adam and the Lady Eve. And that is both honour enough to erect the head of the poorest beggar, and shame enough to bow the shoulders of the greatest emperor on earth.'

I am both Jekyll and Hyde. I hope you’ve read that book by Robert Louis Stevenson. The respectable doctor, Dr Jekyll, who lived a second life as a murderer and villain when he allowed his lower nature to predominate.
I do not know any more eloquent description of the human paradox than one which was given by Richard Holloway, now Bishop of Edinburgh, at the Catholic Renewal Conference at Loughborough in April 1978:

This is my dilemma . . .', he said, '1 am dust and ashes, frail and wayward, a set of predetermined behavioural responses, . . . riddled with fears, beset with needs . .., the quintessence of dust and unto dust I shall return . . . But there is something else in me ... Dust I may be, but troubled dust, dust that dreams, dust that has strange premonitions of transfiguration, of a glory in store, a destiny prepared, an inheritance that will one day be my own ... So my life is stretched out in a painful dialectic between ashes and glory, between weakness and transfiguration. I am a riddle to myself, an exasperating enigma . .. this strange duality of dust and glory.'

You know aboutthe little black boy from a deprived background who exclaimed, with bad grammar, but absolutely impeccable theology:
‘I’m me, and I’m good, ‘cos God don’t make junk.’
Do you know that great and moving hymn, ‘Beneath the Cross of Jesus I fain would take my stand”. It contains one howler.

‘And from my smitten heart with tears,

Two wonders I confess –

The wonder of his glorious love,

And my own worthlessness.’

No........unworthiness, not worthlessness.

Everything of God’s image that is in us by reason of creation is to be affirmed. We are to value and affirm day by day our talents, our gifts, our qualities, our sexuality, our families, all those wonderful things given us by God’s creation, whatever their imperfections caused by the tainting and twisting of sin. Christ came to redeem and make new, not to destroy.  Spend time thanking God for them. Spend time surveying the Cross, and above all give time to thanking God for valuing you so much that he was prepared to die for you.
You know one of the keys to Billy Graham’s amazing ministry is that he believed that God loved him so much that had he been the only sinner Jesus would have come to die for him. He often said too that because Jesus was the God-man dying on the Cross, he was able to think of each person for whom he was dying by name.

The great WWII Archbishop William temple once said:

My worth is what I am worth to God and that is a great deal, for Christ died for me.”

Paul writes to the Corinthians: You are not your own; you were bought with a price.

What a price! How much are you worth? The life-blood of the God-man! 

And our 1st reading:  ‘He made me into a polished arrow and said to me: You are my servant in whom I will display my splendour.’

That’s how God views you. We sang at this morning’s service about the robe of majesty he gives us. 

Did you notice how Kate Middleton carried herself as she walked down the aisle on Prince William’s arm? An hour earlier she was just a commoner, Miss Middleton.

Now she was Princess William of Wales and Duchess of Cornwall adopted into the Royal family because the British Sovereign had so decreed.

That’s nothing to the transformation the Sovereign God decreed for you when you came to Christ and were adopted into his family.

All that is SELF AFFIRMATION. It’s not self love because everything comes from God. No credit can go to me.

On the other hand, we are to  deny, disown and crucify  our fallen self, that is everything incompatible with the holiness of Jesus. Back to Gal 5.24
“Those who belong to Christ Jesus, have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires.”

That is SELF DENIAL. True self denial is not the road to self-destruction, but the road to self-discovery.

The \Bp of London was absolutely right when he began his address at the wedding: “The meaning of life is becoming what God means you to be.”

Not very often do I end a sermon with a contemporary quote from an Anglican Bp, but I am delighted to do so today.
? questions
Over to you.
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