St M’s Men’s Weekend May 2004
Talk 1

3 Thumb-Nail Sketches of Leaders

Great privilege be your speaker this w/e

Only been at St M’s 9 months. Thank you for the honour you do me.

We’ve got 4 sessions: One tonight, 2 tomorrow and a final one with Communion on Sunday am.

Let me begin by giving you an over-view of what the Lord has placed on my heart.

Sometime before PC series announced, Men Utd Comm asked me speak on LEADERSHIP.

Tempted ask permission change that topic after Mike’s 2 sermons on Apr 25 on Vision – closely related to LS – and the 2 sermons the following Sunday on LS – one by Rob Taylor, and one from Barbie Daniel.

Thought perhaps we’d had enough of the topic.

But as I prayed about it the Lord seemed to say very definitely NO – stick to the topic – and apply it, make it very practical.
That’s the first thing I got from the Lord, and the second was –

Encourage the men to give out more!

As the menfolk at St M’s step out of their comfort zone, show initiative and courage and boldness, blend together as a committed and strong team behind their leader, Mike, then I will bless you.
You know Mike has this wonderful loving concern for us all – he just desperately wants us to grow spiritually, to receive of the HS more and more and more. That comes thro in all his teaching, doesn’t it?  What a spiritual father he is! And every week we soak in wonderful teaching.

But you know I think the Lord wants us this weekend, to take our eyes off ourselves and to ask: Lord what do you want me to do in practical terms? We can’t soak all the time!

So what’s on my heart is a call to action. We’re so blessed. Now it’s time to step out into the promised land. To seize all the opportunities the K of G offers. Forceful men take hold of it, said Jesus. We need to be more forceful; more innovative; in a word to show more LS as the men in this parish.

So I’m going to speak to you as the core group of St M’s men this weekend. I know some haven’t been able to make it; but my message will be to those who I believe are the core committed group of men in our church.

Here’s the programme:

Tonight:  Thumb-nail sketches of  3 of God’s leaders. Joseph, Moses, and the boy David. I want these Bible leaders to inspire us; and I trust there will be lessons tonight for us as leaders in our homes, in our workplaces, and in St Ms.
Tomorrow: 1st Session:  “Too many chiefs, not enough Indians.”    No, I haven’t put that the wrong way round! I believe the Church today is in real danger of debasing the concept of LS by going for too many chiefs!  We’ll have some fun on that one tomorrow.

Tomorrow 2nd session: Facing the Giants – Num 13. The promised land is there waiting for us – but are we Joshuas and Calebs, or are we like the 10 other so called leaders who were lily-livered chickens.

Sunday am.  That will be our devotional time. That’ll be the time to pray for each other, minister to each other, and I trust to receive the HS’s anointing to step out with a new glint in our eye.
OK??? HAPPY?

So please turn to Gen 37. vv 2-11

Joseph – at 17 – was a Man of Destiny.

Kids dream! 

Of course J should not have bragged about his dreams to his brothers – that was immaturity – but his dreams showed him he was a man of destiny called to be a leader.

Lesson 1: If you have kids, never criticise their dreams, their ideas, their ambitions. The world is desperately short of Ls. God is calling for Ls. If your little son builds the lounge chairs into a pulpit….and imagines he’s preaching, encourage him…he may be tomorrow’s BG or Moody or Spurgeon.

Lesson 2: Don’t stop dreaming as you get older. Leaders dream. ‘Your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams.’ 

Go on dreaming. Most people see things as they are, shrug their shoulders, and say why is it like that, and pass by on the other side.  Others dream of a new day, and say WHY NOT change it?

God will give us dreams if we will let him. My last 7 years in Zim were spent not only running our ministry but building a new camp site for 120 kids in the bush. It all began with a dream. ……..saw quite clearly the buildings on a steep hillside running down to a river and lake. That dream the Lord gave me led us to the right site, and when we got there we just built as I had seen it. First the dam for the lake, then the buildings. My Board said you can’t do this; we haven’t got any money. I said lets start and see what happens. 140 companies in Zim contributed and, the rest came from overseas.

Tomorrow we’re going to dream about our church, OK?

Turn please to chapter 39. vv. 4-10, 22

Secondly, Joseph was a MAN OF INTEGRITY

All I want to say about this, is we must constantly be on our guard not to let our standards slip. God won’t use us if we let our standards of integrity slip with the world.
I’m always being tested with money – Spain (30 years ago) , Zim, a month ago in England.

Turn on to 41.33-38  Thirdly, Joseph was  a MAN OF EXCELLENCE – as a slave in Potiphar’s house, as a prisoner in gaol, and now Pharaoh’s deputy everything he did was marked with excellence.

One of our mottos in Zam Hols which we taught the kids was:  “He has done everything well”  Mark 7.37
Christian shoddiness is the worst sort of shoddiness.

Life is busy, sometimes hectic. But that’s never an excuse for doing something badly. Do we teach our children that? Never leave a job half done. Keep your room tidy. Make your bed. Always look smart.
Time magazine:  A woman can take care of the family; it takes a man to provide structure and stability.
In our church, so much is excellent. Those teas the ladies produce for functions, the office admin, the pew leaflet, the coloured paper, Frank’s work with handling money, Gary and Bruce as our new ch-ws……so much is excellent.

What about the sound-system and tape recordings? Why does Mike have to go on pleading for help with those things? Why can’t we get then right?
JOSEPH – man of destiny, man of integrity, man of excellence. God used him to save the whole known world from famine.

MOSES:  The HS knew that when you wanted to preach a sermon on Moses, you couldn’t read all of Exodus, let alone Numbers, Leviticus, Deuteronomy as well!
So he provided for us 2 wonderful NT summaries of the life of Moses.

Stephen before his martyrdom précised the life of this great leader into 3 periods of 40 years – that’s in Acts 7, the writer to the Hebrews gives a beautiful thumb-nail sketch  in the heroes of faith chapter 12.

Lets turn to Acts 7. vv 20-30

1st 40 years in the Pharaoh’s palace:  I call that period: ‘Thought he was somebody.’

2nd 40 years a fugitive in the desert – ‘Learnt he was nobody’

3rd 40 years – ‘Proved God was everything’ The greatest leader of all history.
I just want to high-light 2 things about Moses:

1. That mid-life period in the desert v.29.

 That was not only M’s time of humbling, time of spiritual preparation for his task ahead, but it was his time for bringing up his family. He married and had 2 sons.

Now it may be that every family man here has set up the family altar and is scrupulously careful to maintain it, but just in case there is one of us who hasn’t, or who has grown slack, I want to say this:

The most important aspect of a man’s L to his family is that regular, consistent, but short time each day when he leads the family devotions.

There is no substitute whatever for this. You cannot overrate its importance. The family that prays together stays together.

Your example to the children in this respect is absolutely vital.

We live in a day when many families never meet, even for a meal. Breakfast is everyone for himself, you grab something or nothing; lunch we’re all out. Supper can easily become equally chaotic: Dad’s at the church, Mum’s bathing the baby, the older kids are doing homework…….
This is where you must exercise L at home. One meal in the day, either b’fast or supper, you must meet together.  At that meal spend a max of 5 mins – no more – reading a verse and praying for your family.

Don’t make the kids pray if they don’t want to. Don’t make them answer Bible Qs if they don’t want to. They will all go thro stages of rebellion. Don’t make it worse for that older one by asking the willing younger one with the halo to pray every day…..all that matters is that you all meet together regularly, read the word and pray.

If you are a first generation Christian……beware intensity. Beware pressure. Speak much more to the Lord about your children, than you speak to them about the Lord.

The other thing I highlight from the life of Moses is:

God sometimes calls people to be Ls for Him in mid or even late life.

He did me. I was 43.

If you are retiring, you are not too old to be ordained, or begin something entirely new.

Aged 40, Moses heard God’s call to be different – leaders by definition dare to be different
Grandfather clock/wrist-watch

Hebrews tells us:  Turn to Heb 12.24:  At 40 Moses woke up to where he was and what he was doing. He was a prince rich beyond the dreams of avarice, enjoying the pleasures of sin. Outside he realised his own people were being horribly mistreated.

God called him.

He refused to be known any longer as the son of the princess, he chose to suffer with the people of God rather than go on enjoying the pleasures of sin.  ……………………..

What a call! 

The only trouble was he responded in his own strength with his own plan and it all went terribly wrong. So much so that the writer totally ignores the next 40 years – between last word of v 26 and first word  v27 – 40 years are omitted.

Finally the 14 year old David:
Turn to 1 Sam 17.

1 Sam 17.8    Goliath understood God’s strategy. The devil does! That’s why he’s always attacking God’s chosen leaders. (2 terrible cases in SA in last 18 ms of prominent ministers with outstanding ministries leaving their wives and going off with other women) 
God’s strategy is:  CHOOSE A MAN.
You know the story.  The boy David also understood God’s strategy, and volunteered.

v.37………….

v.41…….Goliath cheated   2 men!

And so 2 lessons for us to chew over:

1. God uses kids in Leadership. He likes to train them young.

I caught this vision years ago. The mission statement of ZH was:

To evangelise, disciple and train for leadership, teenagers in Zim and southern Africa especially those from unchurched homes.

School holidays did not coincide Univ vacations…..no undergraduates as Ls for 2 out of 3 school holidays.

What could we do? 

16 year olds appt junior leaders.

Oh yes mistakes.

But we had a remarkable high proportion of Head boys and girls and school prefects come out of our camps….and today they are all over the world, many in positions of influence and Leadership.
We’re short of teenage leaders at St M. Let’s kick that around tomorrow.

Lesson 2:  God’s plan is a man. Usually one man.

Joseph, Moses and David all teach us that. 

Thank God that when he decided to redeem the world he didn’t send a Committee.

That’s our launch pad for tomorrow: Too many chiefs and not enough Indians.

Team ministry is right, but not without a strong Leader..
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